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Polly’s Stay in Hospital 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

Why did the 

dachshund move 

into the shade? 

 

He didn’t want to be 

confused with a 

hotdog!!!!! 

 
 
Polly is a 4 year old female Border Collie. She came into the clinic after eating a box of 
multiguard snail bait. This snail and slug bait is made from iron EDTA which is toxic to 
dogs and cats. It is often marketed as “pet friendly” but is still toxic if eaten by dogs and 
cats.  
Iron EDTA causes vomiting and diarrhea initially and if not treated can lead to liver 
failure. Veterinary treatment is recommended even if only a small amount has been 
eaten. 
Luckily Polly’s owners brought her in straight away and intravenous fluid therapy was 
started to flush the toxins from her system. As she had eaten so much she was also 
given charcoal to help neutralise the toxin that was still in her digestive tract. She was 
also given special medication to help protect her gut and to bind to the toxin already 
in her blood. 
After several days in hospital and multiple blood tests Polly was on the mend and ready 
to go home. She has had her follow up blood tests and is now doing really well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dachshunds were originally bred in 15th century Germany to hunt badgers. This is 
where they get their name from. “Dach” means badger and “hund” means dog in 
German. However there are examples of ancient Egyptian and Mexican art that show 
Dachshund type dogs dating from as far back as the 1st century AD.  
It is not known what breeds were used to make the Dachshund however it is thought 
that pinchers, hounds and terriers were involved. As the breed developed, 2 sizes 
emerged. The miniature Dachshund became used to hunt foxes, rabbits and hare. They 
were exported to other countries and temporarily referred to as “badger dogs” after 
World War II to lessen their ties with Germany. This didn’t change their popularity 
though and they continue to be on the top 10 most popular pet dog breeds.  
Dachshunds come in a variety of colours including red, black, chocolate and dapple. 
They have 3 coat types: smooth, long and wire-haired.  
They are known as courageous and tenacious dogs which is what made them such 
good hunters. They are very busy and good at digging so good fences and lots of 
environmental enrichment are a must. 
Due to their long backs, Dachshunds are prone to disc problems so jumping or climbing 
stairs is not recommended and it is important that they do not become overweight. 
They are also prone to arthritis due to their leg shape and dental disease.  
 
 

Breed Spotlight: Dachshund 
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Ph: (03) 53811996 
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Opening hours 
Monday- Friday 
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What’s New! 

Royal Canin are in the 

process of changing 

their packaging. The 

colours and pictures 

are different so make 

sure you check with 

staff to make sure you 

are getting the right 

food for your pet, we 

are happy to help! 

 
 
Snake venom is very toxic and while the weather is warm they are out and about. These 
slithering reptiles terrify many of us and we all worry about our pets getting bitten.  So 
what do you do if you think your pet has been bitten?  
Let’s keep it simple, you only need to remember 2 things that you need to do: 

1. Keep calm, take a deep breath, slow down. This is vital.  
2. Phone your vet. They will give you more instructions if necessary and they will 

be all ready for you when you get there.  
There are many don’ts. 

 Don’t wash your pet. 

 Don’t give vitamin C or any other medications.  

 Don’t jump in the car and race in (we don’t want any accidents). 

 Don’t worry about looking for the bite site, it is not relevant and often can’t be 
found. 

 Don’t try to apply any bandages to limbs.  

 Don’t try to kill the snake or bring it with you. 
I know it is easy for us to say but hard for you to do however staying calm can make all 
the difference. 
 
 

Snake Bites  

Like all businesses, Your Family Vet has expenses. We have to have stock on the shelves 
and medicines in the pharmacy ready for your pet’s needs. We have wages to pay and 
also a lot of equipment to pay for which we use to diagnose your pets’ conditions, treat 
them and keep them safe during anaesthesias. This equipment needs regular servicing 
and upgrades and our team also receive regular training through a variety of avenues.  
We know that vet fees are expensive and often unexpected so we have tried to provide 
assistance with this. Firstly we strongly recommend pet insurance. There are a variety 
of these available from different companies and we can assist you to make claims when 
needed. Make sure you let us know if you have insurance for your pet so we make sure 
we help you with your claims. We also partner with both vetpay and zip pay/ money. 
Both of these companies provide finance to clients. They can be accessed from home, 
online and pre-approval granted giving you assistance prior to having to discuss costs 
of treatment with your vet.  
We also encourage clients to make regular payments in a lay-by system whereby the 
amount paid remains available for use as needed. If you would like to do this you can 
make payments at reception or set up a direct debit, just call for account details.  
Unfortunately we do not receive donations or bequests so fees are charged to everyone 
equally and fairly.  
  

Vet Fees 

http://www.yourfamilyvet.com.au/

