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Toffee and the Snake 
Toffee, the 11 month old Jack Russell Terrier, came into the clinic after her owner 
noticed she was not eating, was barely able to stand and was not acting like herself. 
She also had pupils that were non-responsive, she was unable to swallow, and unable 
to empty her bladder. These are all signs of snake bite, despite it occurring in August, 
however an initial blood test to check her clotting time came back normal. Eastern 
brown snakes are commonly found in the Horsham area and their venom affects 
clotting time so as this was normal she stayed in hospital overnight on intravenous 
fluids, to support her internal organs and allow further assessment of her 
predominantly neurological signs.  
After another examination the next morning, things were still not improving. A 
different blood test was completed which indicated she had high levels of muscle 
damage, typical of a tiger or copperhead snake bite. With this, backed up by the 
knowledge that her owner had seen a snake around their house just days before, anti-
venom was administered, which quickly started to work to bring her back to normal. 
Over several more days in hospital, she regained her abilities to hold her head up, 
swallow, urinate and walk, until she was back to her normal self and ready to go home. 
 

 
 
With Spring well and truly here many of us are turning to our vegie gardens and getting ready 
for summer crops.  While this is an enjoyable project to complete with the family, our furry 
children can come to harm so it is important to keep a few things away from there. Here are 
some things to watch out for:  

1. Plants: Some plants that we are putting in can be toxic if eaten. These include anything 
in the onion family (onions, garlic, chives, leeks), rhubarb, tomato and potato plants 
are all toxic and can cause serious illness or even death.  

2. Fertilisers: Most fertilisers are toxic if eaten. They can cause anything from a mild 
stomach upset to affecting the electrolytes in the blood and even damaging the liver 
or kidneys. Many (like blood and bone or manure) dogs find tasty so you need to be 
extra vigilant. 

3. Insecticides and Poisons: Products such as snail bait and many weed killers are also 
toxic if ingested. These can cause a variety of signs and can even be a problem in really 
small amounts.  

 

 
 
 

Gardening with Pets 
Follow us 

on 

Facebook 

and 

Instagram! 

Click here to book 

with us online 

http://vet.lc/m6070c  

 

http://vet.lc/m6070c


 

 

  

 

 
29 O'Callaghan Parade  

Horsham, Victoria 
Ph: (03) 53811996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 
 

Opening hours 
Monday- Friday 
8:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday 
9:00am-12:00noon 
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Clinic News! 
Welcome to the Your 

Family Vet team Nat! Nat 

is a qualified vet nurse 

who has just joined our 

team and is fitting in 

fabulously.  

 

Mark your diaries! Your 

Family Vet will be closed 

from Monday 30th 

November until Monday 

14th December for 

renovation work. Please 

make sure you have 

enough medication and 

food as this date draws 

closer. Sorry for the 

inconvenience but 

unfortunately this is 

absolutely unavoidable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of our clients may not be aware that we can offer burial and cremation services. 
This is available for pets that pass away at home, not just those that require euthanasia 
at the clinic. We can assist with the aftercare for dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, guinea pigs 
and other exotic pets as well.  
Many people do not have the option of burying their beloved pet at home anymore and 
we are happy to be able to assist in ensuring pets are laid to rest respectfully. Cremation 
is popular and more options are available now which we are happy to discuss with you. 
Once you have decided on an option, we arrange your pets transport and all the details. 
Aftercare can also be preplanned (just like funerals for people) in that we can record 
your urn/ receptacle selections, special requests etc. so that tough decisions don’t have 
to be made at traumatic times. This is especially helpful if you have a pet with ongoing 
illnesses and you are required to travel and leave the pet in others care.  
It is not disrespectful to your pet to enquire about your options for aftercare whilst they 
are enjoying life. Please allow us to assist you in making these decisions.  
 

Aftercare Services 

 
 
 

 
 
Exercise is an important part of your pets life for so many reasons! As the days get longer 
and warmer we are more inclined to exercise our pets and enjoy the outdoors ourselves. 
Here are a few things to think about before pounding the pavement with your pooch.  

• Check the ground before walking. As it heats up, so does the footpath and asphalt 
so check the temperature before you go by placing the back of your hand on the 
ground. If you can leave it there for 10 seconds you are good to go!  

• Make sure you don’t overdo it. Puppies should only be walked for 5 minutes per 
month of age twice daily as their bones are not fully formed and we don’t want 
to hurt their development. If your pet doesn’t usually go for long walks, start with 
short ones and build up to avoid lameness and exhaustion. You don’t want to 
have to carry them home!  

• Make sure you have your pet adequately restrained. A well fitting collar or 
harness is essential when out and about as well as a lead that is comfortable for 
you to hold onto.  

• Make sure you take time out to “smell the roses”. One of the important things 
about going for a walk is your pet gets to have a sniff around and enjoy an area 
other than your yard and house. This is great mental stimulation as well as 
physical.  

• Make sure your vaccinations and preventatives are up to date as if you are going 
where other dogs have been there are risks of disease and parasite transmission. 
If you are unsure of your pets vaccination or preventatives status, let us know 
and we can help you get up to date.  

If you have any other questions about exercising your pet or their care, call the clinic on 
(03) 53811996 and we can assist you.  
 

 

Top Tips: Exercise 

http://www.yourfamilyvet.com.au/


 

 

 

 

Puzzles!  

1. A mountain goat attempts to scale a cliff that is 60 meters high. 

Every minute the goat bounds forward 3 meters but slips back 2. 

How many minutes does it take the goat to reach the top? 

 

 

2. A farmer goes to market and buys a dog, a chook and a bag of 

grain and needs to take them home. To get there he must cross 

a river but he is only allowed to take one of them across the 

bridge with him at a time. The dog cannot be left with the chook. 

The chook cannot be left with the grain. How will the farmer cross 

the river without losing all of his purchases? 

 

 

3. You are given 8 puppies. They all weigh the same except one 

which is heavier. You have a balancing scale to use. What is the 

minimum number of weighings required for you to pick out the 

heaviest puppy every time?  

 

 

 

What does a panda 

use to make 

pancakes???? 

 

 

A pan! Duh! 

Joke of the 
Month 
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ANSWERS: 

1.58 minutes. Although he gains 1 meter for each minute he reaches he top on the 58
th

 minute just before 

slipping back 2 meter 

2.Take the chook across first and leave it on the other side. Go back and get the dog, bring it across the 

bridge and leave it there but collect the chook and take it back across the bridge. Drop off the chook 

and collect the grain. Take it back across the bridge. Leave it with the dog. Then go back across and 

retrieve the chook.  

3.2. Weigh 3 puppies on each side, leave 2 on the table. If sides are equal heaviest puppy is on the table 

so weigh the remaining 2. If the scales are uneven, heaviest puppy is amongst the 3 on the heavy side. 

Place one of these on each side of the scale and one on the table. If the scales are equal the heaviest is 

on the table. If they are uneven the heaviest is obvious. 


