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Ollie and the Bee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ollie is a 6 month old male desexed Boxer. He is very enthusiastic and always up to 
mischief. He came into the clinic afterhours when his owner noticed that his face had 
swollen up. He was still very happy and although he didn’t seem unwell, a swollen face 
can be quite concerning.  
Ollie had an allergic reaction after he got stung by a bee. This is a very common problem, 
particularly in puppies as they like to chase things and stick their nose anywhere and 
everywhere.  
Bee stings most commonly occur on the face and paws and generally cause pain and 
swelling but can also cause more severe reactions with vomiting, diarrhea, collapse and 
distress. Even mild reactions can be a problem as swelling occurs around the airways 
and can affect breathing so it is important to always contact your vet for advice.  
Ollie was given and antihistamine to stop further swelling and a steroid anti-
inflammatory injection to reduce the pain and swelling. He is now back to his normal 
bubbly self and enjoying life.  
If you think your pet has been stung by a bee do not try to remove the stinger by 
pinching or pulling as this can cause more venom to be released. Contact the clinic on 
(03) 53811996 for more information.  

 
 

 
 
 
Puppy strangles, also known as juvenile cellulitis or juvenile pyoderma is a disease that 
generally affects puppies between 3 weeks and 6 months of age. It is an immune 
mediated disease, which means the body’s immune system attacks healthy cells that 
it wouldn’t normally. The exact cause or what sets it off is unknown and it is not 
contagious although multiple in a litter may be affected.  
Signs associated with puppy strangles include swelling of the face (especially eyelids 
and muzzle), tender skin, small pimple like spots on the skin (which may bleed or 
become crusty), hair loss, swollen lymph nodes (especially behind the jaw) causing 
drooling, discharge in the ears, lethargy, depression, fever, lameness and/ or lack of 
appetite. A combination of any or all of these symptoms can occur.  
Treatment of puppy strangles depends on the individual case but in every case the 
earlier it is diagnosed the more easy the recovery is. If your puppy loses hair due to 
puppy strangles it should grow back after treatment is completed. Puppy strangles is 
unlikely to reoccur in the recovered puppy. Left untreated it can cause severe scarring 
and even death in severe cases. 
 

Puppy Strangles Follow us 

on 

Facebook 

and 

Instagram! 

Click here to book 

with us online 

http://vet.lc/m6070c  
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Clinic News! 
Have you seen our new 

discharge and admission 

room? This room is in the 

new part of the building 

and has a door leading to 

the new carpark for easy 

exiting! Keep in mind 

that the carpark door is 

one way, for exiting.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
The end of your pets life is usually something that you don’t want to think about much less talk 
about. However it is a certainty that it will occur eventually so whilst it’s a hard discussion, it is 
a crucial one and advisable to think about before you need to. We can help you with decision in 
this area and through this very difficult time to ensure that you and your pet have quality in 
death just as you want them to have quality in life.  
Planning euthanasia can relieve a lot of stress. We are not suggesting euthanasing your pet today 
or earlier than necessary but knowing your options and having time to think about what you 
might need or want, family preferences etc. can be helpful. Ultimately you know your pet best 
and we are happy to guide you through the decision of when to euthanase but we know from 
experience that these decisions are much harder to make in a hurry.  
There are lots of cremation and other aftercare options available and we can also assist you with 
deciding on these as well. Please ask us about your options and any requests you may have as 
our friendly team members are all ready to guide you around this troublesome discussion. 

Euthanasia 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Play time is really important for pets both to increase exercise and mental stimulation 
and foster good human- pet bond. Play time is different for every pet and it isn’t just 
about puppies and kittens, play time is good for all types of pets and age groups. Here 
are some tips to get your pet playing.  

• Learn some new tricks. Not only is training fun for you and your pets but they 
also learn new skills that you can show off to your friends and family. Remember 
to use treats to make the experience rewarding.  

• Take your pet for a sniff walk. Taking a slow walk that lets your pet really take in 
what’s going on can be a great way to mix things up and make a walk more 
interesting. This is also great mental stimulation for older pets that can’t walk as 
far or if it is too hot for a walk.  

• Scavenger hunts and scatter feeding. Hiding your pets food around the house, in 
the lawn or in a designated area of the garden is a great way to encourage 
exercise and its always entertaining to watch. Make sure you remember where 
you put them to avoid ants getting to uneaten treats and if your pet is known for 
eating things they shouldn’t avoid areas with rocks or other small things they 
shouldn’t eat.  

• Play with toys. Every pet will enjoy different types of toys as they are all 
individuals so don’t be discouraged if the first toy you offer your pet they don’t 
seem to like. Cats often prefer toys that can be moved and they can pounce on. 
Dog toys need to be durable as we don’t want them being able to eat off small 
pieces. Rotating toys can also keep them more interested and gives you a chance 
to check them for damage. Pets that don’t normally like toys may prefer food 
dispensing toys to get them interested.  

Check out our facebook page for further ideas for toys and play! 
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Puzzles!  

 

 

 

What do you get if 

you cross a budgie 

with a 

vegetable???? 

 

 

Chick peas!!! 

Joke of the 
Month 
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