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Gypsy is an 8 yr old, female desexed pug 

cross. She came into the clinic 2 years ago 

when her owner noticed that she had been 

drinking lots of water and was off colour. After 

a thorough history and examination she had 

blood tests and it was discovered that she had 

a condition called diabetes mellitus. 

Unfortunately this is a condition that can’t be 

cured however can be managed with twice 

daily injections of insulin and careful 

monitoring of glucose levels in the blood.  

Stabilisation can be difficult to start with and 

can involve time in hospital along with trialing 

different medications. There are also different 

types of insulin and the right one at the right 

dose needs to be determined for each pet. 

Diabetes mellitus makes pets prone to other 

conditions as well so it is really important that 

their owners take note of any changes. Gypsy 

has developed cataracts in her eyes since 

being diagnosed and this is a common 

condition associated with diabetes mellitus.  

Gypsy’s diabetes is currently well managed 

and her dedicated owners are doing a great 

job with her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chinchilla cats name comes from the 

small grey South African rodent of the 

same name.  

The first official Chinchilla cat was named 

Chinnie and was a cross between a blue 

Persian and a pretty stray tom cat. She 

was born in 1882 in England and was a 

grey in colour. Because of this original 

cross some people consider the Chinchilla 

to be a type of Persian rather than its’ own 

breed.  

Chinchillas have long, white fur with silver 

or gold tips. Their eyes are green or blue-

green and often look like they have black 

eyeliner on. They have a short nose and 

flat face similar to a Persian.  

Chinchillas do require a lot of grooming. 

Their long, luxurious coat gets easily 

tangled and matted so regular brushing is 

a must. It is important that you start getting 

them used to this as kittens. They are also 

prone to eye problems due to their large 

eyes and flat face.  

 

 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you call a 

cat that’s been out in 

the snow?? 

 

 

 

 

A. Chinchilla!!! 
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Cancer 

So you have just received every owner’s worst nightmare- you’ve been told your pet has 

cancer. Oh well that’s it you think. Actually, we have all sorts of treatment options available 

for pets. Depending on what type of cancer and where it is the options will vary a lot.  

 Surgery: excision of the cancer may be possible either at your regular clinic or at a 

referral center (we have numerous specialist surgeons that we deal with regularly). 

 Radiation: if we can’t remove all of the cancer surgically or it is only in one place (this 

is not widely available so travel wound likely be necessary).  

 Chemotherapy: there are specialist veterinary oncologists and a referral clinic in 

Melbourne that specifically deal with cancer patients and some chemotherapy 

treatments we can administer in our clinic or are oral that you can give at home. In 

animals chemotherapy doesn’t usually cause as many awful side effects that people 

are familiar with from friends and family members that have been treated for cancer.  

 Radio-therapy: can be done in Victoria but unfortunately isn’t suitable for a lot of the 

cancers our pets get.  

Always remember that we are here to discuss options with you and help you with whatever 

you decide. 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 

Antibiotics 

Antibiotic resistance is a real concern for vets and human medical professionals all over 

the world. We use antibiotics to fight infections that can be fatal and therefore we rely on 

them to work when we give them. 

In some cases resistance can be created in bacteria. We are really lucky in Australia as our 

rates of resistance are low, however when it does happen it can be devastating. Some of 

these resistant bacteria can even be transferred to humans causing disease that is very 

difficult to treat.  

This is why we are particularly careful when dispensing antibiotics for your pet. We often 

look at samples or do cultures to determine what bacteria are there so we can pick the most 

specific antibiotic for that problem or we may decide we don’t need to use any at all.  

There are also some ways that you can help fight antimicrobial resistance- 

 Finish all courses given to your pet. We have specifically dispensed the right amount 

so it is really important that you use it until finished.  

 Give all medications according to the label. E.g. if they need to be given twice daily 

then it is important they are given twice daily at as close to 12hr intervals as possible.  

 Do not use antibiotics that were meant for another pet, yourself or someone else for 

your pet. Dosages are specific and can be dangerous if they are used wrongly.  

 Keep your pet up to date with vaccinations, flea treatments and worming as well as 

on good quality food so they are as healthy as possible and able to fight off infection.  

If you have questions about antibiotics feel ask one of us and we’ll be happy to fill you in.  
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What’s New 

We now have a dental x-

ray machine! This means 

that we are able to take 

radiographs of teeth and 

find problems in the bone 

that we cannot see from 

the outside but may be 

causing pain in your pets 

mouth.  

 


