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Oskar the Maremma recently spent the weekend 

in hospital after munching on garden soil mix.  

There was something in the mix that attracted him 

as he was determined to eat a lot.  Unfortunately 

for Oskar, consuming this volume of soil (and 

additives) did not agree with him.  His stomach 

became distended and painful and he was 

becoming critically ill.  His very astute owners saw 

that he was unwell and bought him in. 

Oskar was exhibiting signs of systemic illness, 

including a really high heart rate of 240 (normally 

100 for him)!  The concern that he would progress 

into multiple organ failure was paramount so he 

was anaesthetised to flush the soil out.  This failed 

so the next step was surgery to physically remove 

it.  This was a major procedure but he coped well 

and recovered smoothly.   

Oskar spent some time in hospital but wouldn't eat.  

We usually ensure patients are eating well and 

holding food down after surgery like this, but we 

felt that he was not eating as he was missing his 

canine companion.  He went home with 

medications and ate straight away and has 

continued rapidly along his road to recovery. 

This is an example of why we need to be aware 

what our pets get into in the garden and could have 

had a very different outcome had his owners not 

been so watchful of their pets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The exact history of the Yorkshire terrier, 

commonly called a Yorkie, is not known 

and much argued about. They seem to 

have come about from a variety of breeds 

during the industrial revolution in Yorkshire 

in England. Breeds such as the paisley, 

Clydesdale and Skye terriers and many 

more terrier breeds were thought to be 

involved. A Yorkie called Huddersfield Ben 

was born in 1865 and is considered the 

father of the breed.  

Yorkies were originally bred to hunt 

rodents in mines where their small stature 

helped them get into tight places and keep 

out of the way. They have also been used 

to hunt badgers and foxes down burrows.  

The smallest dog recorded was a Yorkie. 

Their coat can grow to be quite long if not 

groomed and is steel blue and tan. They 

do not have an undercoat so don’t shed as 

much as some other breeds.  

Despite their small stature they are very 

active and can easily become overweight 

and cause problems if bored so regular 

exercise and entertainment is very 

important. 
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Joke of the Month 

Q. Which dog loves 

living in the big city?? 

 

 

 

 

A. The New Yorkie!!! 
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The Power of Urine 

It may be difficult to collect (and sometimes embarrassing) but we can obtain a great amount 

of information from your pets urine. Many conditions including (but not limited to) kidney and 

liver disease and diabetes mellitus can be detected from products in the urine.  

We test the concentration to begin with. This tells us how well the kidneys are functioning. 

We then look at the pH, protein and glucose. All of these we like to compare with the blood 

tests as patterns can also be helpful. 

We will also spin the urine in a centrifuge and look at any particles that come from it such 

as bacteria, cells and crystals. On some occasions we will send urine to external laboratories 

for extra information.  

If your pet has bacteria present during these tests, we may need to collect urine directly from 

the bladder so that it can be cultured to determine what the bacteria are and if they are what 

is causing the problem. This involves using the ultrasound and a needle to collect the urine, 

however it is a small needle and causes minimal discomfort.  

If you need help when collecting your pets’ urine, we have a handout with lots of tips for you.                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anaesthetics 

We often get asked about the safety of anaesthetics. Obviously there is no anaesthetic that 

is without risk however there are many things that we do to make them as safe as possible 

for your pet.  

 Staying up to date: All of our staff regularly undergo training and we implement 

changes to how we do things and what medications we used based on the latest 

information.  

 Intravenous fluid therapy: All of our anaesthetic patients receive fluids directly into 

their blood stream. This allows us to support their blood pressure and give 

medications quickly if we need to.  

 Pre-anaesthetic blood screens: We offer blood tests to all of our anaesthetic 

patients. This allows us to look for any underlying problems and help tailor our 

anaesthetic protocol specifically and be proactive about any problems that may 

arise.  

 Heating: Our patients are placed on a warm air pillow during surgery and the air 

they breath is warmed. They also have microwaved towels and sometimes heat 

mats when moved out of surgery.  

 Monitoring: During an anaesthetic our patients have a nurse monitoring a variety of 

parameters the whole duration of the anaesthetic as well as the vet. This nurse 

monitors them for the whole day and is your contact for any updates.  

We make every effort to keep your pet safe and happy throughout their stay. If you have 

any questions make sure you ask as we are more than happy to explain to you what needs 

to happen with your pet and how.  
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What’s New 

In our waiting area you 

may have seen some 

white covers that we put 

over cat carriers. These 

have been sprayed with 

feliway which is a 

synthetic version of cat 

facial pheromone and 

helps to keep our feline 

friends calm. The waiting 

area can be stressful for 

cats particularly if they 

didn’t like the car ride or if 

there are other patients in 

the waiting area. Please 

help us make use of these 

and make the vet visit less 

stressful for our cat 

patients.  

 


