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Boss presented to us for a routine health check 

and vaccination. It was noted that he seemed to 

have fractured off his big canine tooth in his left 

upper jaw so we arranged to have him visit for an 

anaesthetic so we could remove the left over root 

which would be painful and cause an infection in 

his jaw. Fractured teeth allow exposure of the pulp 

which contains nerves and gets easily infected 

causing a lot of pain and a rotting tooth from the 

inside out so it’s important to have them seen to.  

Once he was anaesthetised and the area cleaned 

we discovered that the tooth wasn’t broken off but 

was actually pushed back up into the jaw. It was 

also a bit loose and trapping food around it causing 

infection. An x-ray revealed the tooth was in fact 

entire with the bulk of it pushed up into the nose! 

Surgery was performed to remove this very large 

tooth then his gum was used to cover the large 

hole between his mouth and nose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boss will be feeling much better now and won’t be 

getting any more infections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The original Abyssinian cat is thought to be 

brought to Britain from Abyssinia, which 

was where Ethiopia is now, in 1868 and 

was named Zulu. The army was in the 

area at the time so it’s likely that others 

were acquired then as well. These first 

cats were bred to British shorthairs and 

oriental breeds to make the Abyssinian we 

see today. Some individuals from these 

litters had long fur and were further bred to 

form their own breed, the Somali.  

The first mention of the breed was in a 

book in 1874 and it quickly became a 

registered breed in Britain in 1882 and the 

breed had spread to the USA by the early 

1900’s.  

Abyssinians are short haired and mainly 

seen in ruddy, sorrel, blue or fawn colours 

with black ticking on the end of the hairs. 

Only these variations of red or blue are 

currently accepted in the breed standard. 

They have green or gold eyes and tall, 

pointed ears. 

Abyssinians can be quite affectionate cats 

and become very attached to their owners. 

They have big personalities and will often 

actively seek out affection. 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. Where does an 

Abyssinian go if they 

lose their tail?? 

 

 

 

 

A. A re-tail store!!! 
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Wound cleaning 

 

Frequently we are asked about cleaning 

wounds at home. There are some very easy 

approaches to this.  

Firstly, a warmed solution (at body 

temperature), is better than a cold one as it 

is less painful. Wounds can already be quite 

uncomfortable to clean so by making it less 

painful they are more comfortable and likely 

to let us clean it.  

Secondly, dilute iodine (10%, 1 part iodine 

to 10 parts water) or saline are suitable 

solutions. Saline can be made by dissolving 

1 teaspoon of salt in 1 litre of water (boiled 

that has been cooled).  

If the wound is quite dirty, simply pouring 

lots of the solution gently over the wound is 

good or even flushing via the use of a 

syringe can work.  

We do NOT recommend using detol to 

clean wounds as this is very harsh and can 

cause damage to the tissue and is very 

painful. 

Keep in mind that letting your pet lick their 

wounds is NOT a good way to keep them 

clean as their tongue is quite abrasive and 

stops healing as well as introducing bacteria 

from the mouth into the wound. Bandaging 

can also be really dangerous and should be 

not be done without veterinary supervision.  

If you are at all concerned about a wound it 

is really important to get it assessed so give 

us a call to make an appointment                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Itchy Pets 

As spring is well and truly here itchy pets 

become a common problem we see in the 

clinic every day. There are many different 

causes of itching and it’s not always easy 

to solve the problem straight away and 

some conditions are lifelong. A few of the 

common reasons for itchy pets are: 

Parasites: this includes fleas and mites. 

They can make your pet really itchy and 

you often can’t see them (mites are 

microscopic!). Even if there is another 

cause of the itch, parasites may be a 

complicating factor and make it worse so 

we always recommend that your pet is 

treated for parasites to make sure.  

Infections: skin infection and inflammation 

(dermatitis) are commonly caused by 

bacteria that normally live on the skin but 

something has caused them to become a 

problem. If we prescribe antibiotics or anti-

fungals for your pet it is really important that 

your complete the course and/ or apply 

them exactly as directed. 

Allergies: pets can be allergic to 

environmental allergens (such as pollens, 

dust mites, flea saliva etc.) or foods. These 

can be much more difficult to manage and 

in many cases cannot be cured.  

Skin conditions are not always easy to treat 

so it is really important to perform all 

treatments and give medications exactly as 

directed. It is also really important to come 

back for revisits when required so that we 

make sure your pet is comfortable and 

happy. If your pet has a problem with the 

itches contact us today for an appointment! 
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What’s New 

We were recently finalists 

in the Wimmera Business 

Awards. Although we 

didn’t win our category, 

we are very proud to say 

we made it to the top 3! 

We would also like to 

thank all our clients that 

voted for us in the people 

choice category. 

 


