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Buddy presented to the clinic with a sore eye after 

colliding with his owners hand whilst playing. He 

was rubbing his face, squinting and the white part 

of his eye was very red. 

Buddy had a corneal ulcer. As he is a Boxer we 

suspected it would be difficult to get this ulcer to 

heal as Boxers get a condition called indolent 

ulcers. These ulcers are also more common in 

older males and in the right eye more than the left. 

Turns out Buddy’s sore eye was the right! 

As expected Buddy’s eye didn’t heal routinely and 

we needed to treat it surgically and sutured his eye 

closed for 3 weeks to get it to heal. This worked 

well however Buddy got another ulcer shortly after. 

Again this needed surgical treatment as well as 

lots of medications involving using drops made 

from Buddy’s own blood. By the time this ulcer had 

healed another had formed whilst the treatment 

was in place.  

We decided that Buddy needed to see an eye 

specialist and they used a diamond bur to remove 

the damaged tissue around the ulcer and promote 

healing. He also had a bandage contact lens 

placed over the eye. 

We have our fingers crossed that Buddy’s eye will 

make a full recovery! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue tangs are also known by many other 

names including hippo tang, regal tang 

and palette sturgeon fish. In the wild they 

are found on reefs throughout the indo-

pacific.  

They mainly eat algae and seaweed 

although in aquarium situations they will 

eat other foods. This means that it’s 

important they get plenty of their own food.  

Though blue tangs are usually blue, black 

and yellow they can change colour. At 

night they become lighter in colour, nearly 

white, due to the way the light reflects off 

the pigments in their skin. Researchers 

also think that the nervous system is 

involved in their colouring and is less 

active at night hence the lack of colouring.  

They work well in community tanks as they 

are not often aggressive towards other fish 

however they can be aggressive to other 

Blue tangs as they are territorial. They love 

to swim so require a very large tank and 

exact water conditions so are not 

considered a good beginner saltwater fish. 

They can also be difficult to transport as 

have a sharp dorsal spike. 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  
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Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. Why do Blue Tangs 

live in salt water?? 

 

 

 

 

A. Pepper makes them 

sneeze!!! 
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Children and Dog - 

Playing Safe 



       

       

       

Children and Dogs –  Playing Safe 

 

Supervising children and dogs when they 

are interacting is really important as they are 

both unpredictable and we don’t want any 

injuries to occur. We also want them to learn 

to be safe when playing with others pets as 

well as our own.  

It is also very important to understand when 

a dog is stressed or feels threatened as 

these are times when they feel the need to 

defend themselves especially if they can’t 

get away.  

There are a number of signs that dogs’ 

display that suggest it is time to separate 

them and end the play session. Some are 

subtle but can be easily spotted once you 

start looking and it is important you are on 

the lookout for them. 

Signs that your dog needs a break include 

(but this is not an exhaustive list): 

 Lip licking when not near food 

 Yawning when not tired 

 Showing the whites of their eyes  

 Immediately standing and trying to 

leave 

 Turning their head away 

 Sniffing at the floor away from the 

child  

 Hiding  

 Ears back flatted on head 

 Tail between legs  

Never allow children around dogs where 

food is involved and be very careful of 

children imposing in the dogs retreat zone 

(e.g. their bed, kennel or crate). 

Finally please never allow children to 

approach someone else’s dog without the 

owner’s consent.                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas and Pets 

Keeping your furry friends safe and happy 

at Christmas time is not always easy but 

here are a few things to get organised now: 

 Make sure you have enough of your 

pets’ medications as the clinic is 

closed on public holidays over the 

holiday period. 

 If you are traveling with your pet or 

having visitors over at your place 

consider some pheremones to help 

make your pets more comfortable. 

Adaptil and Feliway come as 

diffusers or sprays and Adaptil as a 

collar as well. 

 Make sure your pets can’t get into 

any of the Christmas decorations or 

presents. Pets can smell food 

related gifts even when wrapped 

and tinsel and other ornaments can 

also pose issues if they are eaten or 

if they get wrapped around paws.  

 Let everyone know not to feed your 

furry family. There are many foods 

that are a risk at Christmas time so 

asking friends and family not to feed 

pets helps to minimise the chance 

they will eat something they 

shouldn’t.  

 If your pets’ vaccinations and 

parasite prevention aren’t up to 

date make an appointment at the 

clinic and we can get that sorted for 

you so you don’t have to worry 

about fitting it in as Christmas gets 

closer.  

If you need help with any of these things or 

need to make an appointment, contact the 

clinic on (03) 53811996 
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What’s New 

We have a new trainee 

nurse! Cassie has joined 

us this month and has 

jumped right into it. Make 

sure you make her feel 

welcome if you see her on 

your visits to the clinic 

 


