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Hunty is a 2 year old female domestic rat. She 

came into the clinic when her owners noticed that 

she had her head tilted to the side and was falling 

when she tried to climb around her cage. Her 

owners had been diligent and put her food and 

water where she could get it without climbing but 

the head tilt had not resolved.  

As you can see by the photo she was happy and 

still eating well. She was more than happy to 

share Dr. Penny’s apple! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After examining Hunty we found that she had an 

infection in her inner ear and was falling because 

of vertigo.  

These infections often start as a respiratory 

infection in rats with sneezing and loud breathing.  

A course of antibiotics and anti-inflammatories 

was started and Hunty is now doing much better 

and isn’t falling from things anymore.  

In some cases the head tilt doesn’t resolve, even 

when the infection has cleared but we don’t think 

it will stop Hunty and she will just look even cuter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish folds were first bred on a farm in 

Scotland in 1961. One kitten, in the litter of 

barn cats had folded ears, a spontaneous 

mutation as neither of the parents did. This 

cat, later called Susie, was then bred to a 

British shorthair to develop the breeds 

rounded face and chunky body. American 

shorthairs have also been involved in the 

development of the breed. 

The gene for the folded ears in dominant 

so this means that some kittens born have 

normal or pert ears. These are often called 

Scottish shorthairs and although they can’t 

be shown at cat shows they are important 

for breeding.  

Scottish fold kittens are born with pert ears 

and they don’t start to fold until 3-4 weeks. 

They have a double coat so regular 

brushing is a must to prevent mats. 

It is important that Scottish folds have 

been health checked by a vet before 

purchase as issues with legs and spine 

can occur particularly if 2 cats with folded 

ears are bred together.   
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Joke of the Month 

Q. What kind of cat 

loves laundry and 

tartan?? 

 

 

 

 

A. A Scottish Fold!!! 
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Breed Spotlight: Scottish Fold  

 

Hunty the Rat  

 

Breed Spotlight: 

Scottish Fold 

How Pets See 



            

         

How Pets See 

Colour vision occurs via 2 cell types at the 

back of the eye in both ours and our pets’ 

eyes- rods and cones. Rods provide vision 

in black and white. The cones produce 

colour. 

 Cats have much fewer “cones” than 

humans but they see only 2 colours (blue 

and yellow) not red which we also see. 

Therefore cats see far less colour. However 

they see much better than humans in low 

level light as they have more rods on the 

back of their eyes. This works well for them 

as most of their prey are rodents and they 

hunt at night. It’s easier for them without the 

distraction of bright colours. They 

concentrate more on movement which is 

easier to detect in muted colours. 

Dogs have a similar arrangement of rods 

and cones despite the myths you might 

hear. While humans have 100% cones at 

the centre of the retina (macula), dogs only 

have 20%. Most tests indicate that they can 

see yellow and blue well but that they find it 

hard to distinguish red from green so this 

becomes one colour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tapetum also helps them to see in the 

dark. You can see this as their eyes glowing 

at night or when you take a photo of your pet 

with the flash and their eyes glow green. 

The tapetum is under the area of rods and 

cones and helps to reflect light so that they 

can make the best of what little light they 

have. They can still see with approximately 

one-sixth of the light we need to see.  

Visual acuity is the ability to see 2 objects 

as separate entities (measured for humans 

with an eye chart). A dogs’ visual acuity is 

estimated to be only 20-40% as good as a 

humans. This means that they can't see as 

far away as what we can.                                                                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retractable Leads 

Your Family Vet has a new policy on 

retractable leads. If you bring your pet to 

the clinic with a retractable lead we will 

switch it to one of our flat leads while you 

are with us. We developed this policy after 

performing a risk assessment and seeing 

the damage that can be done while on 

these leads first hand.  

Retractable leads commonly cause 

problems when the lock fails or the pets are 

at the end of the lead and cannot be called 

back. These long lengths of lead mean your 

pet is too far away to protect and they can 

easily run onto the road, get into a fight with 

another animal or get the cord tangled 

around a tree or pole.  

The handles are easily pulled out of owners 

hands and we have seen pets hit by cars 

when this has occurred. The cord can 

sometimes come completely off the handle 

as well. 

The cord itself can also be dangerous. As it 

is thin it can easily snap (especially as the 

lead gets older), wrap around yours or your 

dogs’ limbs and cut circulation or cause 

rope burns if you try to grab it. 

Retractable leads can also be an issue if 

your pet pulls as it teaches them that as 

they pull, they get more lead therefore 

encouraging it. They can also hurt their 

neck if they run to the end of the lead and it 

suddenly stops pulling on their neck and 

even sometimes pulling owners over.  

We understand that some of our clients 

prefer these leads however we hope that 

you will respect our new policy while in the 

clinic.  
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What’s New 

Happy New Year! For Your 

Family Vet the New Year 

brings us some policy 

changes and price 

changes. We also have 

new staff starting and 

have changed our admit 

times in the morning. All 

of these things are so that 

we can do our best to 

keep up to date and help 

you and your pet in every 

way we can. Best wishes 

to you and your furry, 

feathered and scaley 

family for 2019. 

 

Human Vision 

 

 

Dog and cat 
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