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Milo is a 2 year old male ragdoll cat. He came into 

the clinic after his owner had noticed he had been 

having some digestive upsets. He was still eating 

but had been experiencing some vomiting and 

diarrhoea. His owner had tried changing his diet 

but this had not helped and she was very 

concerned.  

Gastrointestinal upsets are very common in our 

canine and feline patients and can be caused by 

a variety of things from eating something that 

doesn’t agree with them to allergies and 

infections. It can sometimes be difficult to 

determine the exact cause but one of the things 

we can do is examine some of the diarrhoea 

under the microscope to look for infections.  

In Milo’s there was lots of the safety pin shaped 

bacteria as you can see in the picture below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These bacteria are called Yersinia and were the 

cause of Milo’s problem.  

Milo was treated with an antibiotic that works well 

in the gastrointestinal tract and medication to 

absorb toxins in this area. He is now back to his 

usual cheeky self and doing really well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word Spaniel means “Spanish dog” 

and Cocker Spaniels are thought to be 

descended from dogs that came from 

Spain. In England, the different spaniels 

came about dependent on what they were 

used for. The Cocker spaniel got its name 

from being bred to flush out woodcocks.  

Cocker spaniels were made famous by 

their appearance in the Disney movie 

“Lady and the Tramp” and at one stage 

were the most popular dog breed in both 

the USA and England.  

There are 2 types of Cocker spaniel: the 

American type and the English type. This 

came about in the 1930’s and 40’s when 

they were made into distinctly different 

types.   

Cocker Spaniels have long floppy ears and 

a soft, wavy coat that does require some 

grooming to keep it in shape. 

Unfortunately the floppy ears can lead to 

ear infections so it is really important that 

these are checked regularly and kept 

clean. They come in over 30 different solid 

colours and mixed colours. 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you get 

when you cross a frog 

and a dog?? 

 

 

 

 

A. Croaker Spaniel!!! 
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Blood Tests  

Blood tests are an essential part of excellent 

veterinary medicine and are critical to 

diagnosing and managing diseases and 

their treatments.  

Blood tests give us a wealth of information 

about the health of your pet by providing 

insight into organ function, electrolyte 

balances, hormone levels, hydration status 

and by allowing us to look at all the types of 

cells in the blood. This is very important, 

especially before undertaking anaesthesia 

which is why we recommend it in these 

cases.  

The process of collecting blood from your 

pet is usually very quick and virtually 

painless. We like to use the jugular vein 

which is located in the neck. To do this we 

do need to clip a small patch on the neck so 

that we can see the vein and ensure that the 

area is clean.  

We generally only need to collect a very 

small sample as our modern equipment is 

very efficient. Occasionally, unfortunately, 

we find that the pet gets a small bruise at 

the injection site.  

There are many tests that we can run in our 

hospital and so we have results quickly 

however on occasion we need to send the 

sample to an external laboratory for 

additional tests. We will let you know if this 

is the case as these tests take longer to get 

results.  

In some cases we need to perform a blood 

test before dispensing more medication for 

your pet. This is because we need to make 

sure that the medication is working and that 

there are no side effects. It is important that 

these are done when they are due so that 

we can continue to provide your pet with 

their medication.  

Common Behavioural Problem 
Misconceptions 

The most common cause of behavioural 

problems in our pets is mental illness. 

Mostly they are not just “bad” pets. To be 

able to help with these problems, we first 

need to  work out what the underlying cause 

is and this is why we get you to fill out an in 

depth form before booking you in for a 

longer consult slot to discuss your pets 

behavioural problems. These consults are 

different and involve a discussion as well as 

examining your pet. This allows us to 

determine a management plan that will suit 

you and your pet for the best outcome.  

These are some misconceptions when it 

comes to treating a behavioural problem: 

• Your pet will not be themselves if 

they are on medication. FALSE! 

Medications help with problems such as 

anxiety and should not cause sedation or 

lethargy. If they do, they are not the right 

medication for your pet and you should let 

us know. 

• Vets only want to give your pet 

drugs. FALSE! While often we do prescribe 

medication to help, this is not the only thing 

we can do. Training and teaching you what 

to do with your pet at home are an integral 

part of managing beahvioural conditions.  

• Behavioural problems are due to not 

enough exercise. Mostly False! Many 

owners try running their pets for multiple 

times a day to wear them out and stop them 

from vocalising/ destroying things/ getting 

out while they are at work. This does not 

work as they are still anxious and will often 

still do these things despite being tired. 

However, walks are still a really important 

part of good mental health for your pet.  

• Pets that are afraid of storms and 

loud noises should not be comforted. 

FALSE! It is impossible to reward fear so 

cuddling and speaking calmly to them is not 

a problem and in many cases can help. 

If your pet has a behaviour problem you are 

concerned about, make sure you speak to 

our staff about what we can do to help. 
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What’s New 

We have had a new vet 

start! Dr Jess has joined us 

and we hope you make 

her feel welcome.  

We are also phasing out 

ram sedations so if you 

normally get these from 

us, have a talk to us about 

where you can get them 

in the future.  

 


