
 
            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

This Issue 

Mia the Dog  P.1 

P.1 

   P.2 

   P.2 

What’s New  P.2 

 

Newsletter 40 
M O N T H  M a r  

Y E A R  2 0 1 9  

I S S U E  

 

Mia is a 7 year old Labrador who came into 

the clinic because she wasn’t eating. She is 

usually a big eater so her owner knew 

something must be wrong. After talking to her 

owner we determined that she seemed 

uncomfortable, was drinking a lot and her 

abdomen had been slowly getting more 

rounded. We performed an ultrasound of the 

abdomen and could see some large fluid 

filled structures. In the picture below the dark 

black round areas are what we were 

concerned about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As she was not desexed we went to surgery 

and those fluid filled structures were her 

uterus. Mia was suffering from a pyometra 

(an infection within the uterus) and the 

infection couldn’t drain because the cervix 

was closed. This is a life threatening 

condition and required emergency surgery to 

remove the uterus. 

We weighed the offending uterus and it took 

up 9% of Mia’s body weight. We are happy to 

report that Mia is feeling a whole lot better 

and is back to her usual self.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Himalayan rabbits are one of the oldest 

breeds and there is contention about their 

origins. It is not known whether they are 

even from the Himalayas. They are also 

known as the black nosed rabbit, Egyptian 

rabbit, Chinese rabbit or Russian rabbit. 

How confusing! They were first recorded in 

America in the 1900’s and were one of the 

first rabbits recognized by the American 

Rabbit Breeders Association.  

Himalayans have a short coat that is white 

with coloured markings on the paws, nose, 

tail and ears. The markings can be lilac, 

black, blue or chocolate. This colour 

pattern is due to a temperature sensitive 

enzyme present during coat development 

so the colour is only on the cooler parts of 

the body. Kits may be born grey or silver 

but colouring starts to appear at 4 weeks 

and they are usually fully coloured at 6 

months. 

If socialized with people from a young age 

these rabbits are known to make very 

good pets. They are also fond of toys so it 

is important to keep their brain stimulated 

and have lots of things for them to chew 

on.   

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you call a 

rabbit taking a nap?? 

 

 

 

 

A. Himalayan!!! 
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Hip Dysplasia in Small Dogs  

Most of us are aware that large breed dogs such as Labradors, Rottweilers and German 

Shepherds are very prone to an arthritic condition called hip dysplasia but did you know that 

it is also very common in some smaller breeds of dog? Two breeds that we see regularly 

affected are Pugs and Cavalier King Charles Spaniels.  

Hip dysplasia whilst largely genetic it can be caused or worsened by other factors such as 

obesity, diet and lack of exercise.  

For this reason weight control programs, nutrition and exercise regimes are part of our 

treatment program for these dogs as well as arthritis nutraceuticals (supplements), joint 

health injections, anti-inflammatory medications and in some cases surgery.  

Signs your dog may have problems with their hips include having trouble jumping, struggling 

with steps or getting in and out of the car, decreased exercise tolerance and lameness.  

If you have noticed any of these signs in your dog, no matter the size, please make an 

appointment with our friendly vets. Hip dysplasia is a progressive disease and the sooner 

we can diagnose it, the greater the likelihood of control meaning less pain and a longer life 

for your pet.  

 

Gastric Dilation and Volvulus 

Gastric dilation and volvulus, commonly called GDV, bloat or twisted stomach, occurs when 

the stomach becomes abnormally distended with gas. It can then dilate and twist around 

itself. These are a true emergency and death can occur very quickly. 

It typically effects large to giant breeds such as Great Dane’s (as many as 1 in 3 will be 

affected in their lifetime), German Shepherds, St. Bernards, Rottweilers and Labradors. 

Risk factors can include genetics (a relative who has suffered from a GDV), exercising at 

meal times, once daily feeding, fast eating and a nervous temperament.  

Things to look out for are: 

• Distended abdomen (particularly if it happens quickly) 

• Frequent retching but not bringing anything up 

• Excessive salivation 

• Pale gums 

• Panting and pacing, unable to sit down 

• Distress, depression and collapse 

If you think that your pet is suffering from GDV it is really important that you call us straight 

away so that we can be ready for you. 

To help prevent GDV: 

• Feed a good quality food so they don’t have to eat as much and give multiple smaller 

meals so that the stomach doesn’t fill right up. 

• Using a puzzle bowl to stop pets eating fast and gulping their food. 

• Do not let you pet exercise around meal times (before and after) or drink large 

amounts of water 

• Monitor your pets after eating 

• There are also surgical procedures which can be performed to prevent rotation  

If you have any other questions contact the clinic on 0353811996. 
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What’s New 

Advance dog food have 

had a packaging change. If 

you normally buy this 

brand of dog and cat food 

you will find that although 

the bag is still blue the 

pictures and colours have 

changed. Please ask our 

friendly staff to help you 

so that you get the right 

one.  

If you pet is on 4cyte to 

help with their joints, now 

is the time to stock up. We 

have 100g packets with an 

additional 25% free. Only 

while stocks last so make 

sure you get some next 

time you are in. 

 


