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Meet Axel the pug! He has had skin and ear 

problems for most of his life. Despite many 

different treatments, his stubborn infections, 

itch and smelly skin would not go away. We 

decided that it was time for him to go off to 

the specialist.  

Just like in human medicine, there are 

specialist veterinarians in lots of different 

areas. Many are located in Melbourne or 

Adelaide but some also travel to areas closer 

to us.  

Axel went to a dermatology (skin) specialist 

at Melbourne Veterinary Specialist Centre. 

They worked out exactly what his problems 

were and the best way to manage them.  

Unfortunately skin and ear disease are often 

long term problems so are managed rather 

than cured. Axel had a strict regime of 

medications and some of these will need to 

continue for the rest of his life. However, with 

the help of the vets and nurses at MVSC and 

Axel’s regular vet, his owner reports that he 

is happier than ever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The British or English bulldog breed was 

originally developed from ancient mastiff 

breeds in England. There are references 

to bulldogs in English literature as early as 

the 1500’s. During the 1700’s the breed 

was refined and used for bull baiting, 

hence the name. Bull baiting was outlawed 

in 1835 and the breed nearly died out 

however, a group of dedicated bulldog 

enthusiasts kept the breed alive. They 

selectively bred a pet type bulldog and this 

is the typical British bulldog we see today.  

British bulldogs are thick set and short, 

compact dogs. They have a large head 

with a flat face and large skin wrinkles. 

They have a short coat and come in a 

range of colours including brindle, red, 

fawn, white and pied. 

Bulldogs are prone to obesity and due to 

their flat face this can have catastrophic 

consequences so monitoring food intake 

closely and ensuring adequate exercise is 

crucial. They are also prone to skin and 

eye conditions. 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What kind of dog 

chases anything red?? 

 

 

 

 

A. A bull dog!!! 
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Appointments  

 

Like most doctors, dentists, hairdressers and other professional services we run our day 

with an appointment schedule. We rely on our clients to be there at their appointment time 

so that we can see everyone in a timely manner and reduce stress on both patients and 

owners.  

If you do visit without an appointment we cannot guarantee that you will be seen straight 

away and you may be asked to make an appointment or wait until we have an appointment 

time available. 

We are not only a hospital but also an emergency service so we can have emergencies 

show up unexpectedly which may put our schedule behind. If this is the case we will inform 

you that there will be a wait and we will see your pet as soon as we can. Your pet is important 

to us so we want to make sure we have enough time to examine them thoroughly and give 

you and your pet all of our attention.  

If your do find you have an emergency it is a good idea to call us first so that we can be 

ready for you. If we know you are coming we can be all set up ready for your pet and treat 

more quickly and our nurses can give you important first aid advice over the phone 

Appointments can be made by phone call or visiting the clinic and chatting with our reception 

staff. 

 
Feline Resorptive Lesions 

 

Resorptive lesions are effectively the tooth cavity of the cat world but these pesky holes 

aren’t due to sugar! This is a very common cat problem with up to 60% of cats affected by 

the age of 6 years. The cause of the lesions is currently still unknown and it has been found 

to have occurred even in ancient cats, big cats (lions and tigers) and feral cats in the 

outback. 

The lesions occur in the tooth edges, usually at the gum line and result in the tooth being 

eaten away. Sometimes gingivitis can be see where the tooth is affected (3rd picture) but 

often the outside of the tooth looks normal (picture 1) so it can be difficult to detect as even 

really small lesions cause a problem. Dental radiographs are required to see the damage 

inside the tooth and to the roots and even a tooth that looks normal can be severely affected 

when radiographs are taken.  

The condition is very painful as the pulp of the tooth becomes exposed when the outside of 

the tooth is eaten away and extraction of the affected tooth is required. Fillings are not a 

solution in this case! 

Unfortunately cats that develop one resorptive lesion are likely to develop more over time 

so regular dental examination and treatments are required throughout their life. 
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What’s New 

Have you met Dr. Beth 

yet?! Dr. Beth has 

recently joined out vet 

team and is keen to help 

you and your pet! Make 

sure you make her 

welcome as she gets 

settled in. 

 


