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Doakes Surgery 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

What looks like half 

a Turkish Angora 

cat? 

 

 

 

The other half!!!!! 

Doakes is a 7 year old male corgi. He came into the clinic when his owners had noticed 
he was not himself and he had vomited and brought up some pieces of plastic from 
one of his toys.  
Radiographs were taken of Doakes abdomen which showed a large amount of foreign 
material in the stomach. This was not moving through the digestive tract, indicating 
that it was causing an obstruction and so the decision was made that it would need 
to be removed surgically. Plastic is not able to be digested by our pets and so causes 
an obstruction if swallowed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The surgery was a success and all of the little bits of plastic toy were removed from 
Doakes stomach. He recovered well from surgery and was able to go home with 
medications to help his gut heal.  Doakes is continuing to do well. 

Breed Spotlight: Turkish Angora  
It is thought that the Turkish Angora cat originated in the mountains of Turkey where its’ soft, 
fine coat helped protect it from harsh weather conditions. The Ankara region was originally 
called Angora and this is where the name likely came from. They are a pure breed, not man 
made, and records have been found from as far back as the 15th century of their existence. 
There are even some located in a zoo in Turkey and for some time all long haired cats were 
referred to as “Angoras”.  
They are known for loving water and most are excellent swimmers and happy to hop in the 
shower with their owners. They are considered stubborn and highly intelligent and so need 
to have lots of environmental enrichment and mental stimulation. 
Turkish Angora’s are fine boned and graceful. Their coats come in any colour except pointed 
but pure white are the most popular and do not have an undercoat making the coat silky and 
smooth. It also means that they require less brushing than most long haired cats. 
As white are the most popular there has been problems with deafness in one or both ears. 
This is most often seen in white Turkish Angoras with blue or green eyes. Heart disease has 
also been seen particularly in this breed.  
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What’s New! 

We have a new 

microscope! We use 

our microscope many 

times a day so it is 

important that we 

have up to date 

technology to help 

your pets. This 

microscope also has a 

camera so we can 

save pictures to your 

pets file and compare 

them if need be. 

Harnesses 

There are so many different harnesses and they are all very different and not necessarily easy to 
put on! We often get very tangled up with the pet trying to put them on, it’s a great laugh for the 
nurses who seem to have it sorted. 
There are a number of reasons people choose harnesses for their pets and this needs to be 
considered when choosing the correct one for you and your pet. 

· The dog pulls 
· The dog has a neck or throat condition 
· To secure in the car- some have adaptions with seat belt clips 

If you want your dog to pull (e.g. working sled dogs) then harnessing the power of the shoulders 
is ideal. You want a strong padded harness that allows good movement of the shoulders and 
doesn’t put pressure on the neck. It also needs to clip to the lead behind or above the shoulders. 
If you don’t want your dog to pull, you need a harness that clips to the lead at the front, this way 
your dog will be discouraged from pulling against you. 
For dogs with neck or throat injuries a soft harness with padding that encases the chest are best. 
These too should clip to the lead at the front to prevent your dog from trying to pull against you. 
Harnesses are recommended for any dog that has had back or neck problems, long dogs such as 
dachshunds, dogs with small necks that can easily slip a collar such as bull dogs and pugs and dogs 
that have had conditions affecting the neck e.g. collapsing trachea. 

Arthritis 
Arthritis is a chronic disease that at this time cannot be cured. It is progressive which means it 
will continue to get worse unless we take steps to control it. 
We have many treatment modalities which we combine for each patient to create a 
management plan best suited to you and your pet. Each of these can be used individually but 
we find combinations give better results. Some of the treatment options include:  

 Exercise: gentle regular exercise is essential. Swimming if possible as it is non-weight 
bearing, modified activities for some patients 

 Diet: multiple benefits, ideal nutrients to support joint health and wellbeing of older 
pets e.g. mobility, j/d, senior 

 Weight control: less weight on joints results in less work, stress and wear  

 -Joint supplement injections- cartrophen, synovan, promote joint fluid production- 
increase of lubrication and easier movement 

 Pain relief: there are an array of options which we choose depending on the health of 
your pet 

 Nutraceuticals: e.g. 4cyte, natural supplement which promotes joint health, decreased 
inflammation and supports cartilage and cellular health (human products are not 
recommended- we have many specific animal products) 

 Laser treatment: reduces inflammation and promotes tissue regeneration and 
rehabilitation 

 Physiotherapy: there are some human physios doing animal courses to become 
qualified to treat our pets 

We have some great handouts so come into the clinic to find out more information. 

http://www.yourfamilyvet.com.au/

