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Winter’s Puppies 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

Who tells the best 

Australorp jokes? 

 

 

 

Comedi- Hens!!!!! 

Winter is a female entire Chow Chow cross who came into the clinic for an ultrasound 
after she had been mated. Ultrasound is a reliable way to determine pregnancy in dogs, 
is non-invasive and can be performed safely in the clinic. Winter’s ultrasound was 
positive and so we were happy to tell her owners that she was in fact pregnant. 
Ultrasound cannot be used to determine the number of puppies so it was a case of 
waiting to see how many she would have.   
Winter’s owners prepared for her whelping. Due to her breed, they were aware that she 
may have trouble giving birth and so when she went into labour but nothing happened, 
they knew to call the vet straight away. It was the middle of the night so the on call vet 
and nurse came in to assist Winter. She came into the clinic and had a caesarian to 
deliver her 7 beautiful babies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They were all born healthy and fed before going home. Winter and her pups are doing 
well and the pups are growing quickly! 
 

Breed Spotlight: Australorp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Australorp, also known as the Australian Orpington or Austral, was created in the early 
1900’s when chook breeders in Australia wanted to create a chook that was a great layer and 
could also be used for meat if needed and was suited to the climate in Australia. William Cook’s 
English Orpingtons were crossed with multiple breeds in trials but ultimately a cross with 
Rhode Island Red’s and Leghorns led to the creation of the Australorp breed we have today.  
The Australorp name came from condensing the full original name, Australian Black Orpington. 
Although when the breed was created many names were trialed, Australorp won possibly due 
to the Australian habit of shortening names. 
They definitely succeeded at breeding a proficient layer and for some time many laying 
contests were held and the Australorp excelled. The current record is 364 eggs laid in 365 days! 
However most will produce 250-300 good sized, light brown eggs per year. Interestingly when 
Australorps were imported back to England their egg production decreased.  
They are a heavy breed, though not as heavy as their English Orpington ancestors, which 
means they can also be used for meat. They generally have a great temperament as well 
making this chook a great all-rounder and good pet as well as producer.  
Australorps are most often black with an iridescent green sheen when in the sun however they 
can be white or blue. They are also now available in standard or bantam size.   
 
 



 

 

 

 
29 O'Callaghan Parade  

Horsham, Victoria 
Ph: (03) 53811996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 
 

Opening hours 
Monday- Friday 
8:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday 
9:00am-12:00noon 

 

Page 2 

What’s New! 

We have some new 

monitoring 

equipment! Our new 

machine helps to 

monitor our patients 

while they are under 

anaesthesia. It’s 

important that we 

keep these machines 

updated to keep our 

patients safe by 

providing us with 

accurate measures of 

parameter such as 

oxygen in the blood, 

blood pressure, heart 

rate and ECG.  

Chocolate Toxicity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chocolate is toxic to both dogs and cats and can even be fatal! It's toxic because it contains a 
chemical called theobromine, as well as caffeine. Dogs cannot metabolise theobromine and 
caffeine as well as humans can, which makes them more susceptible to its effects.  
The level of toxicity varies depending on the type of chocolate they have eaten. Dark chocolate 
is much more dangerous to dogs than milk chocolate, followed by white chocolate. To put this 
into perspective, a small 7kg dog only needs to eat approximately 120g of dark chocolate or 
450g of milk chocolate for it to be potentially fatal.  
Once chocolate has been ingested, clinical signs usually develop 2-4 hours later and can last for 
days. Dogs may appear agitated, excited, start drooling and vomiting or have diarrhoea. If left 
untreated they may even start twitching or having seizures, which can lead to a coma or death. 
If your dog has only just ingested chocolate and is not yet showing any signs we can induce 
vomiting to stop the toxin being absorbed. If done soon enough, we can prevent any signs of 
illness from developing and a rapid recovery will follow.  
If your dog is seizuring when you arrive at the clinic, they will be immediately started on IV fluids 
and medications to try to decrease the tremoring. Sometimes they may even need to be 
anaesthetised in order to control seizures or have the chocolate physically removed from their 
stomach by flushing it while under anaesthetic. We then give activated charcoal to help absorb 
any chocolate that we couldn't get out and bind the toxic components.  
During recovery, food will need to be slowly introduced to them as there can be damage to the 
stomach lining.  
Please do not hesitate to call us on 5381 1996 if your dog ever ingests chocolate! 

Grain Free Diets 
This is the biggest current trend in the pet food industry at the moment. It seems everywhere 
you look there is advertisements all about grain free diets for our pets so of course you would 
think they are the best and supported by the latest research.   
Many people assume grain free is more natural, less likely to cause allergies and carbohydrate 
free. To date there is no scientific evidence to prove that grain free diets are better for our pets 
however there is more and more evidence supporting the fact that these diets can actually be 
detrimental to our pets’ health.  
Pets can easily utilise and digest nutrients from grains commonly found in pet foods. Food 
allergies are most commonly caused by animal proteins (e.g. beef or chicken) but in general are 
quite uncommon.  
Coeliac disease is an inherited autoimmune disease in humans and is extremely rare in dogs and 
currently undocumented in cats. Grain free diets use other products for carbohydrates such as 
sweet potato or tapioca. Carbohydrates are essential for normal body function and provide 
energy. They are one of the six basic nutrients (water, protein, fat, carbohydrate, vitamin and 
minerals) required for life. 
We are all educated on choosing balanced diets suitable for your pets so why not come in for a 
chat and our friendly team can help you choose the best diet for your pet. 
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