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Kitty Cat and the Lego 

Joke of the 
Month 

 

 

 

What is a bearded 
dragon’s favourite 

sport? 

 

 

Cricket!!!!! 

 
 
Kitty Cat is a 7 month old domestic short haired kitten. She came into the clinic 
because she was unwell, didn’t want to eat and was vomiting. She spent some time in 
hospital and responded to fluid therapy but still wouldn’t eat and although we couldn’t 
see the problem on the x-rays we were suspicious that something might be stuck.  
Kitty Cat went to surgery to have her intestines examined thoroughly and was found 
to have a round piece of Lego stuck in her intestines (as you can see in the picture). As 
it was plastic it couldn’t been seen on the xrays and it had a hole through the middle 
so was letting some things past without causing a gas build up.  
Kitty cat recovered very well.  She had to start off with a special diet to make sure that 
her intestines healed properly. She is now back to her normal self and enjoying time 
with her family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kittens and puppies like to explore the world with their mouths and unfortunately they 
don’t know what is safe and what is not so sometimes they eat things they shouldn’t. 
This can happen very quickly and sometimes we don’t even see what they have taken 
so it is a good idea for a visit any time a puppy or kitten is unwell as you never know 
what they may have been into! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bearded dragons or beardies, as they are commonly called, are found in the wild in many areas 
of Australia and are now kept by reptile enthusiasts all over the world. They get their name 
from a skin pouch covered in soft spikes at their throat which they flare to make themselves 
look bigger when threatened. They make popular pets as they are generally placid and are 
diurnal (most active during the day). They are also relatively easy to keep and don’t require a 
lot of space. If not planning on breeding, bearded dragons are best kept on their own as they 
do tend to be territorial which can cause fights.  
There are 8 different sub-species of bearded dragons kept as pets and these vary in colour and 
size. The Inland or Central bearded dragon is the most common due to its impressive yellow 
colouration. Their skin is covered with scales and as they grow they shed it. Unlike snakes, 
lizards shed their skin in small sections rather than shedding all at once.  
Bearded dragons are omnivorous, meaning that they naturally have a varied diet. They eat a 
variety of vegetables, fruits and insects. Diet is important as they can become overweight and 
just insects will not provide them with enough nutrients to stay healthy.  
Bearded dragons are prone to respiratory disease and so keeping their enclosures clean and 
having the correct temperature and humidity is very important.  

Breed Spotlight: Bearded Dragons 
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What’s New! 

We have updated our 
vaccination protocol. 
You may have noticed 

a change in the way 
we give some of the 

vaccines and that the 
stickers are different 
colours. This is now 
the most up to date 

protocol to keep your 
pets safe and assist in 

disease prevention.  

 
 
 
 
Do pets get the flu? Well actually they do! However it’s a little bit different as it is caused by 
different viruses so you cannot give it to your pet and it is seen all year round. Some of the signs 
are different but it is debilitating for your pet and can be an ongoing problem for them. 
In dogs, this “flu” syndrome was previously called kennel cough however dogs do not have to be 
in a kennel situation to get it so canine cough is the preferred name.  Canine cough is highly 
contagious, passed between dogs by minute moisture droplets, so any contact with an infected 
dog will lead to exposure. Dogs with canine cough, unsurprisingly, usually start off with a cough. 
It is often a harsh, hacking cough. They may also gag after coughing, become lethargic, have 
decreased appetite and a fever. Vaccination is effective but must be given annually. Primarily 
the vaccine protects against the worst strains of the disease (that cause pneumonia) but dogs 
may still contract mild cases.  
The cat version of the “flu” complex is called cat flu. Cat flu is highly contagious and is commonly 
caused by a herpes virus or a calici virus. They can cause severe, even fatal, illness in kittens and 
elderly cats or those with compromised immune systems. These viruses are also spread by 
respiratory droplets, as well as discharge from the eyes or nose. The first sign is often sneezing 
or discharge from the eyes and this can progress to discharge from the nose, fever, loss of 
appetite, mouth ulcers and lethargy. Annual vaccination is effective at reducing the effects of 
infection. Vaccination can reduce severity of illness and reduce shedding of the virus 
(contamination of the environment) which decreases transmission to other cats. 

Flu Protection for Pets 

The Australian Veterinary Association has developed guidelines for potential pet owners to help 
ensure you are purchasing a puppy from a legitimate breeder. These are especially important to 
consider if you are purchasing a puppy online.  

 Animals advertised for sale must be weaned and independent of their mother and their 
age/ date of birth and microchip number must be included in the advert 

 A recent picture should be included in all adverts 
 Medical and vaccination history and pictures of parents should be available on request.  
 Pregnant and lactating animals must not be offered for sale 
 Advertisements should clearly state if private seller, commercial establishment or 

rehoming center/ shelter 
 Sale should be from a legitimate fixed address i.e. not markets or temporary addresses 
 If advertised on a website, it should include information on avoiding puppy farms, 

recommend meeting parent animals and inspecting the breeding facility prior to purchase 
 Website hosts should ensure animals are not advertised for swapping for other pets, 

goods or services 
We strongly recommend avoiding sellers who won’t allow you to visit your puppy, meet the 
parents or visit the property. You should feel comfortable asking questions of the breeders but if 
you don’t feel you are getting 100% honest answers you should question if these are the right 
breeders for you.  
Please take your time choosing your companion for the next 15 years and research the breed 
(independently to what the breeder says).  
We also recommend insuring your puppy and having a veterinary health check within 48 hours of 
collecting your new family member.  
Finally before you collect your new pet check with your veterinary providers to get the latest 
recommendations on transitioning your puppy and what preventative health care measures you 
need to get performed so you can start off your life bond with your puppy in the best possible 
way. 

Buying a Puppy 


