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Whittle’s Visit 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

Where do Russian 

Blue cats get their 

milk? 

 

 

Mos-cows!!!!! 

 
 
 
Whittle is a 3 year old domestic shorthair cat. He came into the clinic after he had 
suddenly become lethargic, uncomfortable and had not urinated. We discovered that 
his urethra was blocked which was why he had not urinated. Commonly called a 
blocked bladder, this is a life-threatening condition that requires emergency treatment.  
Whittle was given medications for pain and to relax his muscles but still no urine so a 
general anaesthetic was performed and urinary catheter was carefully passed to 
remove the blockage of crystals (seen in the picture above) and sludge. This catheter 
was kept in to ensure he was able to continue urinating.  
After several days in hospital and getting lots of attention, Whittle was able to have his 
catheter removed. He went home on a special diet to help with future crystal formation 
and medications to help keep him comfortable.  
Unfortunately, despite his owners’ excellent nursing care at home, Whittle’s urethra 
re-blocked. This is not an uncommon problem despite our best efforts and so the 
decision was made to perform a urethrostomy to decrease problems in the future. This 
means surgery to remove the damaged part of the urethra and allow a larger opening 
for the urine to pass out through.  
Whittle recovered well is now doing great. His is still on a special food to prevent crystal 
formation but otherwise is living his life to the full!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Russian Blue breed was first seen publically at London’s Crystal Palace in 1875 and 
were referred to as Archangel Cats. This was because they were brought from the 
Archangel Isles in Northern Russia to Europe by sailors but it is unsure whether that is 
where they originated from. One theory states that they were kept as pets by Russian 
Tsars and another that they were wild cats and were hunted for their pelts before they 
became kept as pets. They have also been referred to as the Maltese cat, foreign blue 
or the Spanish cat. 
These stunning cats are natural bred and not the result of selective matings. Their coat 
is usually soft and blue in colour with a silver sheen however they can come in black or 
white but this is rare. They have a double coat with a thick undercoat providing 
insulation designed for life in cold areas. Their eyes should be vivid green.  
Some sources indicate that Russian Blues’ are “hypoallergenic” however this is not the 
case. They have smaller amounts of the protein that most people are allergic to but 
they do still have it.  
Russian Blues’ have a ravenous appetite so it is important not to ad lib feed as this will 
lead to obesity. They also respond well to food toys and puzzles due to their curious 
nature and that can be a good way to help provide mental stimulation and fight off 
obesity.   
 

Breed Spotlight: Russian Blue 
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What’s New! 

It’s the perfect time to 

plant a Best Friend 

rose. These roses 

were named by the 

RSPCA for 

commemorating pets 

that have passed 

away and are the 

perfect way to honor 

a lost pet.   Pick yours 

up from Your Family 

Vet today.  

 
 
 
 
 

Do you know when your pet urinates? How often do they go? What does it normally 
look like? These questions are very important and are things that you can easily keep 
an eye on at home. If your pet’s urination habits change, even a little bit, it may be the 
first sign that your pet is unwell. There are many disease that may cause changes in 
urination patterns and related signs. Many of these diseases can be treated or managed 
much quicker if diagnosed early. 
Some signs for you to watch out for include:  

 Urinating more often 

 Being uncomfortable or fidgeting while urinating  

 Change in colour of urine  

 Licking at genital area more often  

 Changes in how the urine smells  

 Wet spots on bedding  

 Urinating in strange/ uncommon places 

 Cats missing the litter tray 

 Leaking urine  

 Wet around genitals  
Please seek veterinary attention for your pet if you notice any of these. 
Diseases that may be involved include urinary tract infections, bladder inflammation, 
bladder stones or crystals, diabetes mellitus, kidney or liver disease, thyroid disease or 
other hormonal disease.  
Your pet may be in a lot of pain so book a checkup immediately and if possible bring a 
sample of urine with your pet.  
 

Urination Habits Matter  

With Spring well and truly upon us the flowers are out and so are the bees. Our curious 
canine friends can easily be stung when they are out and about and many dogs like to 
try and play with the bees, especially if they are around their water bowl. 
The most common places for dogs to be stung by bees are the nose, mouth and paws. 
Because of this you may not see the stinger itself. However, if you do see the sting, do 
not try to remove it by pinching or pulling at it as this can cause more of the bee’s venom 
to be released from it. The best way to remove them is with something flat, like a credit 
card, and flick the stinger out.  
Signs that your pet has been stung by a bee range from yelping, scratching and swelling 
and redness at the site to vomiting, diarrhea and collapse if an anaphylactic reaction 
has occurred. Anaphylactic reactions are serious and swelling around the head can 
cause difficulty breathing so it is important that you contact the clinic for advice if you 
think your pet has been stung.  
In many cases treatment is required. Anti-histamines are used to stop further histamine 
release which is what causes the reaction. Anti-inflammatories are used to reduce the 
swelling and provide pain relief.  
If you have any other questions about bee stings, contact the clinic on 53811996. 
  

Bee Stings 
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