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Luna’s Face 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

Why are English 

Spots no good at hide 

and seek? 

 

 

They are always 

spotted!!!!! 

 
 
Luna is a 9 month old female French bulldog. Her owners noticed that her face had 
swollen up suddenly and there was a lump under her jaw. It had come up quickly and 
wasn’t bothering Luna at all.  
When her owners brought her into the clinic we checked her over and took a sample 
from the lump with a needle. This told us that it was an abscess and needed to be 
treated. 
Luna had a general anaesthetic to have the abscess lanced and cleaned out. Inside the 
abscess was a grass seed! Grass seeds are a common cause of abscesses as they track 
infection with them and the body is unable to break them down.  
A drain was placed to make sure that the discharge was completely cleaned out and 
Luna was started on antibiotics and anti-inflammatories. Antibiotics only work when 
an abscess has been cleaned out first so it is important to keep the discharge draining. 
Luna has now had her drain removed and her face has healed really well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

The English Spot rabbit, also known as a Lapin Papillon Anglais, is an old breed, being 
bred since the mid-19th century in England as the name suggests. This breed was 
developed for show purposes which was unusual at the time as most rabbits then were 
bred for meat. They became very popular. In around 1890 the breed was exported to 
Europe and was known as the Papillon or English Butterfly and in 1910 they were 
imported into North America.  
English Spots are a medium sized rabbit with a white coat and coloured markings. The 
markings can be in black, blue, chocolate, gray, gold, lilac or tortoiseshell and the 
marking patterns are boldness, butterfly, coloured ears, eye circles, herringbone and 
a sequence of spots making them very pretty rabbits. When bred together not all of 
the litter come out with markings like the parents. Some are born with no markings, 
called self-coloured, and some are born with only partial markings. Those with partial 
markings are often called “Charlie’s” as they look like they have a Charlie Chaplin 
moustache.  
An English Spot rabbits’ body shape should be arched and they should stand up off the 
ground. They have ears that stand up tall and don’t flop.  
They are a very active and energetic rabbits so do require toys and space and they 
generally like to be interacted with.  
 

Breed Spotlight: English Spot Rabbit 
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What’s New! 

As the Christmas 

holidays are upon us 

keep in mind that we 

are closed on the 

public holidays but 

open in between. We 

will be closed 

Christmas Day, 

Boxing Day and New 

Year’s Day. Please 

make sure that you 

have enough of your 

pets’ medication to 

get through these 

times and have a very 

merry Christmas!  

 
 
 

 
 
Here are 12 hazards to watch out for this Christmas so that a pet emergency won’t 
dampen your Christmas cheer. 

1. Christmas Gifts: Pets can easily break into gifts wrapped under the tree and 
consume them so be mindful of what is in the presents before displaying them.  

2. Decorations: Tinsel and lights are very attractive to dogs and cats. Ingestion can 
lead to obstructions and electrocution if the lights are plugged in.  

3. Ribbons: Cats find these very attractive and they can lead to severe obstructions 
if ingested.  

4. Visitors: Lots of strangers or people that don’t visit often can be distressing to 
pets. Ensure that they have quiet and safe places they can retreat to.  

5. Macadamia Nuts: These are a popular Christmas treat and are toxic to dogs.  
6. Sultanas and Raisins: These are a common ingredient in Christmas cakes and 

puddings and are toxic to dogs. They can cause kidney failure.  
7. BBQ skewers: Dogs love BBQ’s too but not everything is safe. Skewers can be very 

dangerous if eaten so make sure they are disposed of securely.  
8. Bones: These can be very dangerous especially when they are cooked. They can 

damage the gut, cause a blockage and even perforate (put holes in) the gut.  
9. Leftovers: Most leftovers from Christmas dinner are not suitable to be fed to pets. 

They can easily cause upset stomachs and many things are toxic.  
10. Chocolate: This is toxic to pets. The darker the chocolate, the more dangerous. 

Pets who eat chocolate need veterinary attention promptly. 
11.  Christmas Lilies: Every part of the lily plant is very toxic to cats and causes kidney 

failure. Even just the water from the vase they are in becomes toxic.  
12. Heatstroke: This can occur quickly if dogs are confined in the heat (especially cars) 

or get excited with all the visitors. This is especially so for dogs with short noses 
like pugs and bulldogs. Keep them inside under the air conditioner.  

This is not an exhaustive list of risks to your pet. Please remember the inquisitive nature 
of your pets and hopefully we can all have a safe and merry Christmas 
 

12 Hazards of Christmas  

How pesky are grass seeds at the moment?! They can get into everything or anything and 
cause lots of problems. Both cats, dogs and even rabbits suffer the consequences of these 
little pieces of plant and often in places you would not imagine. Whilst heavy or long 
coated pets rapidly collect seeds and owners expect this, we also see many soft or short 
haired pets with problems. We see grass seeds frequently in eyes, ears, between toes 
and embedded in the skin especially under front legs and along the chest. We also 
regularly deal with sneezing pets with grass seeds up their noses. Then there are the more 
confronting cases (for owners) of grass seeds in the vulva of female dogs or within the 
prepuce of male dogs.  
It doesn’t matter where these seeds end up, they are extremely painful to your pet and 
track infection with them so you should seek veterinary attention immediately if you 
think your pet has grass seeds causing a problem.  
We consider grass seeds in eyes especially to be an emergency and even if you get the 
seed out (which we don’t recommend you try) the eye needs attention as seeds can cause 
significant damage to the eye very quickly that requires treatment.  
 
  

Grass Seeds 
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