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Hansel and the Snake 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

Where did the 

American Curl go to 

get a new tail? 

 

A re-tail store!!!!! 

 
 
Hansel is a 1 year old domestic short haired cat. He came into the clinic after his owners 
found him collapsed and were worried that he had been bitten by a snake. After 
examining him and taking a small amount of blood to test his clotting abilities and 
muscle damage (both of which are affected by brown snake venom) Dr. Jessica 
confirmed snake envenomation as the cause of Hansels’ collapse. He was started on 
intravenous fluid therapy and given antivenom. While in hospital Hansel had to be 
turned over regularly and have his eyes lubricated as he was still paralysed and could 
not blink. 
Despite a small amount of improvement overnight Hansel was not out of the woods 
yet and his blood clotting continued to be a problem. He received a second vial of 
antivenom to combat this and his hospital care continued. Fluid therapy was essential 
as he was unable to eat or drink. 
Hansel gradually improved and started to move again. After 4 days in hospital he was 
able to eat by himself and was ready to go home. Since then he has been going great 
and has made a full recovery. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The American Curls’ distinctive ear shape is the result of a spontaneous mutation in a 
stray cat. The first cat of the American Curl breed was Shulamith who was found in 
California in 1981. Shulamith had long hair but 2 of her kittens had short hair along 
with the distinctive curled ears. They caught the eye of cat breeders around the world 
and selective breeding began in 1983. The breed was recognized in 1987 and they soon 
spread all over the world.  
American curls can be long or short haired and come in any colour. Although they are 
named for their trademark backward curling ears some have normal ears. In fact all 
American curl kittens are born with straight ears and they start to curl at around 5 days 
and are completely curled by 16 weeks. Kittens with a significant curl are preferred for 
the show ring. Despite their strange orientation, the curled ears do not affect their 
hearing. They also have unique tails which are long and plume- like.  
American curls are very active cats and like to play and jump. Their favourite spots are 
usually up high and they often enjoy games of fetch. They are known for being clever 
and many have learnt to open cabinets and doors. This means that they are at risk of 
eating foreign objects so it is important to keep small things, including string and 
anything else they may swallow, away from them.  
 
 

Breed Spotlight: American Curl 
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What’s New! 

Have you checked out 

our facebook page 

lately? We have a 

whole range of new 

segments that you can 

be a part of, heaps of 

information, cute 

pictures and ways to 

keep your pets safe. 

Like and follow our 

page today! 

 
 
 
Valentine’s Day is an exciting time with lots of gifts for humans but what about our canine 
and feline friends? Most of the things that we traditionally give as gifts are dangerous to 
our pets so it is important to think about this before making your selection or when you 
have gifts at home.  

 Lillies: These are popular in many flower arrangements and are very toxic to cats. 
They can cause kidney failure and the toxins are so potent that in some cases cats 
that even just drink the water out of a vase of lilies have been affected.  

 Chocolate: This is toxic to both cats and dogs if eaten. It can cause gastrointestinal 
upsets, seizures and even death in severe cases. The packaging can also easily 
cause an obstruction if swallowed along with the chocolate. 

 Ribbon/ Twine: Cats and puppies often enjoy playing with present wrappings 
especially ribbon and twine. All present wrappings can cause a gut obstruction 
but twine or ribbon is particularly a problem as it can get stuck in different places 
and bunch up the gut.  

 Lollies: Some lollies contain a sugar substitute called xylitol which is toxic to dogs 
and cats. They can also cause gut obstructions and the high amount of sugar can 
cause a gastrointestinal upset with vomiting and diarrhea.  

We hope that you enjoy your Valentine’s Day and this information helps to keep your 
pet safe. If you have any questions or your pet has eaten something they shouldn’t, call 
the clinic on 53811996 for advice and assistance.  
 
 

Valentine’s Day Risks  

Summer is still here and the days are quite hot. The heat is lasting well into the evenings 
when we are getting home to our pets. These temperatures can have massive effects on 
our furry and feathered friends so it is important to consider them when it heats up. 
All pets must have access to fresh water at all times. It is a good idea to refill this during 
the day as it can get hot and some animals will not drink warm water. Keeping the water 
bowl in a shady area can also help with this. If the bowls are made of metal ensure they 
do not heat up as they can burn the pet when they drink as well as heating up the water.  
Dogs are unable to sweat (except for through the pads on their paws) so they rely on 
panting to cool down which means they need even more water than they usually would. 
Taking your dog for a drive in the car on a hot day is not the answer to keeping them 
cool. Leaving your dog in the car for a few minutes while you go into a shop is highly 
dangerous. The temperature in a car can become 60 degrees Celsius plus very quickly 
which can make it hard to pant, breath and keep body temperature normal. This is fatal. 
Ute trays basically turn into a BBQ hot plate for your dog to stand on. It will cause severe 
burns and can cause painful blisters. Walking your dog can cause the same damage to 
their feet.  
If your pet is normally outside, ensure that they have plenty of shade or consider bringing 
them inside with you on hot days. Also make sure that if they are out on paving or 
concrete it is not getting too hot for them to stand on.  
Enjoy the rest of summer and don’t hesitate to call if you have any concerns on 
53811996.  
 

Pets and the Heat 
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