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Winston’s Eyes 

Joke of the 

Month 

 

 

 

What kind of fish 

chases mice?? 

 

 

A catfish!! 

 
 
 
Winston is a 2 year old male pug. He came into the clinic when his owner noticed that 
he had a sore eye. Sore eyes should always be seen straight away as they degrade 
quickly and vision loss can occur. As you can see in the photos, his eyes are much more 
exposed than they should be and this makes them more prone to injury. Winston’s 
owner reported that he sometimes even sleeps with his eyes open!  
Winston had an ulcer on the front of his eye which is basically a wound to the cornea 
(the clear part of the eye). To get this to heal we used medications both orally and onto 
the eye itself. One of them was eye drops made out of his own blood and needed to be 
given every 4 hours so his owners were very diligent.  
Once the ulcer had healed we recommended that Winston have surgery to make his 
eyes close better to decrease the chances of this happening to the same extent in the 
future and to make the eyes more comfortable. This is called a medial canthroplasty 
surgery. This involves closing the eyelids a little bit more so that they cover the eyes 
better. It helps to make a better tear film which protects and lubricates the eye as well 
as helping it heal more effectively if it is injured. This procedure is commonly needed 
by pugs and other brachycephalic breeds. Winston is now recovered and is looking very 
handsome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bristlenose catfish, commonly referred to as bristlenose plecos or bushy nosed catfish, 
are found in the wild in South America, mainly in the fast-flowing waters in the Amazon 
River and its’ tributaries. They are also found in some parts of Central and South 
America in fresh water rivers. They were first found and classified in the 1800’s and 
since then have spread all over the world as aquarium pets as they breed easily in 
captivity. 
Bristlenose are unusual looking with a sail like dorsal fine, flat head with bristles around 
the mouth and a large sucker.  Their body is protected by boney plates which add to 
their appearance. They are generally brown or grey with yellow and white spots. They 
can also be albino which range from white to golden yellow and grow to around 15cm. 
These catfish are nocturnal so like a tank with lots of places to hide. They are very good 
at blending in and like driftwood and rocks to sit on. They are excellent cleaners so this 
gives them other things to suck algae off.  
Generally docile, the Bristlenose is great in community tanks with a variety of other 
fish. Although they spend most of their time finding their own food and cleaning up 
left overs it is important that they do get fed a sinking food periodically.  
 
 

  Breed Spotlight: Bristlenose Catfish 
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Horsham, Victoria 
Ph: (03) 53811996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 
 

Opening hours 
Monday- Friday 
8:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday 
9:00am-12:00noon 
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What’s New! 

We would like to 

welcome Olivia to our 

customer service 

team! Olivia has hit 

the ground running 

and you may have 

been greeted by her at 

the door recently. She 

has a cat called 

Timmy and has 

completed a Bachelor 

of Biomedical 

Sciences degree. She 

is excited to meet all 

of our lovely clients so 

make sure you say hi 

and make her feel 

welcome next time 

you are in.   

 
 
There is now another way for you to make 
an appointment! As you know we take 
appointments by phone call on (03) 5381 
1996 and making an appointment is very 
important as it allows us to make sure we 
can fit you and your pet in without you 
needing to wait.  
With most of the COVID-19 limitations 
reduced now we are excited to announce 
that our online booking platform is fully 
functional. Whilst it is not appropriate to 
book all appointments through this 
manner it should be much more 
convenient for you to access whenever it 
suits you. There will be prompts if the 
system is concerned about potential 
emergency situations so if you are 
prompted to call us, please do. We don’t 
want any patients compromised.  
Remember that if you need a vet 
afterhours, the Horsham combined 
afterhours veterinary service is always 
available by calling the clinic on (03) 5381 
1996.  
Please click on this link to book online 
http://vet.lc/m6070c   
 

Appointments   

From July 1st 2020 it will be a legal 
requirement that all pets born after July 
1st have to have a source number included 
on their microchip registration forms.  
As such we will be asking for this before 
your appointment so that we can verify 
the source number. If you received your 
pet without a source number you will 
need to contact where you got it from to 
obtain it before microchipping can occur. 
We will be unable to implant a microchip 
without this 8 digit mix of letters and 
numbers that will be unique to where 
your pet came from.  
Source numbers have been required for 
anyone breeding dog or cats since July 
2019 so many people will be used to this 
procedure already. The change involves 
them being listed with the microchip 
registration details.  
The source numbers can be searched in 
the Pet Exchange Register by you before 
purchasing a puppy or kitten as they will 
be required in advertisements. These 
numbers aim to allow traceability of pets 
and the Pet Exchange Register website 
also allows you to report any concerns 
you may have with an advertisement 
source number.  
If you have any questions or need help 
please contact us or visit the Animal 
Welfare Victoria website for more details.  

Source Numbers  

New Building    
 
It is very exciting to see the foundation laid 
for the new hospital extensions. It has 
taken 2 years of planning and should now 
proceed very quickly. With all going to 
plan we will be using it well before 
Christmas!  
Some of the new features include 
designated cat consulting room, surgery 
room and a new cage room specifically for 
dogs having surgery.  
We are very excited about being able to 
offer a waiting area designated for cats, 
well away from dogs which should 
dramatically reduce stress for all involved 
and allow a more positive experience for 
pet owners and vets.  
 

http://www.yourfamilyvet.com.au/
http://vet.lc/m6070c
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Puzzles!  
Follow us 

on 

Facebook 

and 

Instagram! 

Tongue Twisters 

Can you say these tongue twisters? 

 Tricky Tristan tracked a trail of tiny turtles. How many tiny turtles 

did Tricky Tristan track? Tricky Tristan tracked twenty two tiny 

turtles; that’s how many tiny turtles tricky Tristan tracked. 

 How much wood could a woodchuck, chuck if a woodchuck could 

chuck wood? He’d chuck as much wood as a woodchuck could 

chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood. 

 If a dog chews shoes whose shoes does he choose? 

 Nine nice night nurses nursing nicely. 

 A skunk sat on a stump and thunk the stump stunk but the stump 

thunk the skunk stunk. 

 

How many Australian animals can you find in these letters?! All 

words must contain the center letter. There are 6 but can you 

find more? 

Boggle Answers 

1.Koala 

2.Wombat 

3.Magpie 

4.Kangaroo 

5.Goanna 

6.Echidna 
Click here to book 

with us online 

http://vet.lc/m6070c  

 

http://vet.lc/m6070c

