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Cat Fights 
As Spring is here and we are seeing many female cats coming into season. A 
consequence of this (aside from pregnant cats) is the increased likelihood of cat fights, 
especially between entire male cats but also with desexed cats trying to protect their 
territories from wandering entire males searching out females on heat.  
There are 2 very significant disease processes that occur from cat fights 

 Abscesses  

 FIV  
Abscesses occur when infections from under the skin or deep in the muscle as a result 
of injuries caused by bite wounds or scratches from other cats. Whilst generally 
abscesses are relatively easily cured by surgically opening and washing out the abscess, 
rarely they can be so severe that the cat can die as a result of generalized toxaemia.  
FIV (feline immunodeficiency virus) is a virus spread between cats by fighting that 
results in the cat becoming unable to protect itself from infections (similar to human 
immunodeficiency virus). These viruses are from the same family but don’t spread from 
human to cat or cat to human.  
Not being able to protect themselves from infection means they are very vulnerable 
and can die from infections that they would normally be able to fight.  
Spring is a great time to get cats desexed, to have them tested to ensure they don’t 
have FIV and to vaccinate to protect them from the virus.  
We see FIV infections in cats throughout the Wimmera frequently and strongly 
recommended any cat that has “outside” access is protected by vaccination for both 
cat flu and FIV.  
 

 
 
Please don’t assume bites and scratches are simply an occupational hazard for us. Thankfully 
we rarely get injured and we work very hard at protecting ourselves as well as our patients. 
Many veterinary clinic staff have ended up in hospital requiring surgery and weeks or months 
off work for seemingly “small bites”. Rehabilitation can take months and many victims suffer 
the mental consequences forever.  
Please allow us to practice safely. Advise us of any behavioural issues in pets that you are 
aware of (particularly if they are not good with strangers, are very nervous or do not like 
certain areas being touched) and if we need, allow us to muzzle your dog or have a nurse help 
hold your pet. The safer we are, the better we can handle and assess your pet and the less 
stress it causes everyone involved.  
If you get bitten or scratched at home please seek medical advice. Wash your injury 
thoroughly but gently and see your doctor for advice immediately and monitor any injuries 
carefully.  

 
 
 

Bites and Scratches 

Follow us 

on 

Facebook 

and 

Instagram! 

Click here to book 

with us online 

http://vet.lc/m6070c  

 

http://vet.lc/m6070c


 

 

  

 

 
29 O'Callaghan Parade  

Horsham, Victoria 
Ph: (03) 53811996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 
 

Opening hours 
Monday- Friday 
8:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday 
9:00am-12:00noon 
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Clinic News! 
Have you checked out 

our renovations? The 

new section of the 

clinic is starting to 

actually look like a 

building! There have 

been some 

inconveniences and we 

thank you for your 

patience and 

understanding as we 

try to make sure 

everything goes as 

smoothly as possible!  

 
 
Want to give back to your community but feel restricted because we can’t go anywhere 
or you don’t have spare cash to donate? Maybe you could consider foster caring for 
Horsham People for Animal Welfare and Support or HPAWS. HPAWS is a not for profit 
group dedicated to finding forever homes for lost or abandoned pets including unwanted 
litters. They can’t do this without a lot of support, not only financially (which is always 
graciously accepted) but they also rely on foster carers to take these needy animals into 
their homes. These animals need care and attention for the duration of their stay under 
HPAWS care until forever homes are found. Some kittens find homes really quickly but 
older pets unfortunately may be in foster care for many months waiting for the right 
forever family/ person to appear.  
People who can dedicate time and provide a safe and loving environment are needed to 
assist HPAWS in their endeavor to rehome pets. It’s not an easy job (there are clear 
requirements) but the rewards are huge. Please consider this community service as it’s 
such a fulfilling way to give back.  
 

HPAWS Foster Carers Needed 

 
 
 
During this time many people have chosen to add a new furry friend to their family. Normally 
socialisation and programs like puppy playschool would be front of mind to assist in your puppys’ 
development but life is a little different at the moment. We need to get creative with how we do 
things but there are still ways to help! Here are 5 things you can do to help your puppy during 
this altered time: 

1. Sign up to our online puppy playschool! Although we can’t be in the clinic, teaching you 
hands on, our online program has been developed by behavior vets and has video links 
and presentations to help you teach your pet at home.  

2. Spend some time each day getting your puppy used to being handled, particularly 
touching their paws and ears and checking their teeth. Also get them used to wearing a 
collar, harness and lead.  

3. Use your exercise time to take your puppy for walks once they are vaccinated. Take them 
on different surfaces (grass, paths, dirt) and places where there are different noises. 
Remember that puppies are growing so we recommend walking only for up to 5 minutes 
per month of age twice daily to protect their bones. E.g. 15 mins twice a day for a 3 
month old puppy.  

4. Work on some environmental enrichment. Create a toy, try scatter feeding or check out 
our Facebook and Instagram pages for more ideas. Check out the hashtag 
#nofoodbowlcampaign 

5. Make sure your puppy gets some alone time. Eventually things will return to whatever 
the new normal will be and that may mean we can’t be home as much as we are now. 
We want our puppies to be comfortable on their own as well as with us.  

For more information or to sign up to our online puppy playschool course contact the clinic on 
(03) 53811996.  

 

Top Tips: COVID and Puppies   

http://www.yourfamilyvet.com.au/


 

 

 

 

Puzzles!  

Here is a bit of fun for you! Who do these masks belong to? Keep an eye 

on our facebook page for the answers! Hint: We’ve given you the names 

so you can just match them up! 

 

 

 

There are 10 cats on 

a boat. One jumps 

off. How many are 

left?? 

 

 

0! They were copy 

cats!! 

Joke of the 
Month 
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