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Ruby is a 4 year old King Charles spaniel 

cross who visited the clinic after yelping lots 

and being found collapsed in her back yard. 

When she arrived at the clinic she was much 

brighter but had started to have some 

diarrhea and was definitely not her normal 

self. After examining her it was determined 

that she had been stung by a bee. Usually 

this would cause swelling, skin redness, itchy 

skin and sometimes little lumps (hives) but in 

Ruby’s case she had had an anaphylactic 

reaction which is much more severe and can 

be fatal. 

 

 

  

Ruby was given anti-inflammatories and anti-

histamines to combat the effects of the 

body’s reaction to the bee sting. She was 

also given electrolytes to rehydrate her due 

to the diarrhea.  

Approximately 2 hours after her arrival 

Ruby’s diarrhea started to have lots of blood 

in it. This was managed with more 

electrolytes and antibiotics.  

Ruby has now made a full recovery and is 

back to her normal self. She is no longer 

allowed to play under the citrus trees where 

the bees are! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burmese are descended from cats that 

were thought to live in the palaces and 

were kept by the priests of Burma. A cat 

called Wong Mau, owned by Dr. 

Thompson, is credited as being the 

founder of the Burmese breed. She was 

taken from Burma to America in 1930 and 

was a mutation of a Siamese with a 

darker coat. Dr. Thompson bred Wong 

Mai to several males to get different 

colours and in 1943 these were the 

subject of the first article published in a 

journal on feline genetics.  

Burmese come in a variety of colours and 

they are known for their voice (softer than 

that of a siamese), pretty, round face and 

large eyes. They are very curious and 

intelligent.  

Burmese are people orientated. They 

make great pets and their short coat 

requires little maintenance. 

Burmese cats are prone to heart disease, 

dental disease and neurological disease 

so regular vet checkups are essential.  

Ruby’s Bee Sting 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you do with 

a blue Burmese? 

 

 

A. Cheer it up! 
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Cat Flu 
Feline upper respiratory tract infections, commonly called cat flu, are disease caused by a 

complex of viruses and bacteria that affect cats’ nasal passages, mouth, throat, eyes and 

trachea. They cause nasal discharge, discharging and red eyes, ulcers of the mouth and 

sneezing. There is most often first an infection with one or multiple viruses, followed by 

secondary bacterial infection. Some of the viruses, such as feline herpes virus and feline 

calici virus, make up part of the standard annual vaccination we use for cats (Fe3). There 

can be other viruses involved but these are the most common. Secondary bacterial 

infections then occur which can be from a variety of different bacteria. Many of these 

bacteria are normally found in the respiratory tract and only cause disease when damage 

occurs such as due to a virus.  

Treatment is aimed mainly at controlling secondary infections (treatment of viruses is very 

difficult and costly) and supportive care. As smelling food is really important to cats, keeping 

them eating with nasal discharge can be challenging. 

Vaccinating helps to prevent cat flu however because it is made up of a complex of things 

vaccination doesn’t cover everything. This means that vaccinated cats can still be affected 

by cat flu but generally not as badly or for as long as those that are not vaccinated. Kittens 

are also very susceptible before they are old enough to be vaccinated and if one of the 

viruses has been contracted as a kitten it can reoccur during times of stress such as staying 

in a cattery, getting a new family member or moving house (similar to cold sores affecting 

humans).  If you are concerned you cat has cat flu let us know when you make an 

appointment as it is very contagious.  

 

 

 

 

Myxomatosis of Rabbits 

Often referred to as myxo, this is a fatal disease of rabbits caused by the myxoma virus. It 

was introduced specifically to rid Australia of wild rabbit populations however our pet 

bunnies are very susceptible.  

The virus is spread mainly through mosquito bites but can also be spread by other biting 

insects or shared food bowls. Unfortunately there is no vaccine available in Australia so 

we focus on protecting our rabbits from biting insects, treating ill bunnies and limiting 

contact with the wild rabbit populations. Enclosures can be protected with special mesh to 

prevent access by mosquitos. There are also spot on products that can be applied every 

4 weeks. Human products (such as aerogard and other insect sprays) are toxic to rabbits 

so do not use these.  

Signs of infection with the myxoma virus include swollen eyelids and/ or genitals, lethargy, 

inappetence and trouble breathing. Once a rabbit is affected, unfortunately there is no 

treatment and no cure. They generally succumb to the virus and pass away within 2 weeks 

of first becoming unwell. Supportive care includes hand feeding with slurry and regular 

cleaning of the eyes and nose. Despite our best attempts, we have not yet had any infected 

bunnies survive. Make sure your bunny is protected from mosquitoes and if you are unsure 

we are only a phone call away.  
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What’s New 

We now have martingale 

collars in stock! These 

collars have a small loop 

in them to allow 

tightening or a “check” 

when training. They are a 

flat collar and are much 

safer than chain metal 

check/ choker chains. 

They are nice and soft and 

can be washed if they get 

dirty. They come in a 

range of sizes and are 

adjustable to ensure a 

correct fit. Drop into the 

clinic to check them out 

today.  

 


