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Mischka is an 8 week old puppy who suffered 

a bite to the head when she got into some 

rough play with another dog. Her owner 

brought her straight to the clinic which is very 

important as dog fight injuries can be serious 

and the patients can go into shock very 

quickly.  

We started by treating the shock and giving 

pain relief. Mischka was lucky and did not 

receive any wounds however she did have 

quite a lump on her head as you can see in 

the photograph below. We then assessed her 

brain function. Head trauma cases can 

require special medications to protect the 

brain and reduce further damage. Luckily for 

Mischka she only had minor damage. 

With supportive care overnight and lots of 

cuddles she has now made a full recovery. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Border collie’s are descended from the 

Persian sheep dog and although there 

were dogs we would now consider to be a 

border collie around as early as the 

1700’s, they were not given their current 

name until 1915. Their name came about 

as they were bred in the border lands of 

Scotland and England for their sheep 

herding abilities. Due to the harsh climate 

of these areas they developed the 

resistant double coat they have today that 

helps protect them from the elements.  

Most commonly seen in black and white, 

Border Collies also come in red and white, 

blue and white, red and white, brown and 

white, blue merle, white and white and tri-

colour. 

Border collies are generally hardy but their 

thick coat makes them prone to grass 

seeds. They are also prone to eye 

disease, hip dysplasia and epilepsy.  

Border Collies’ are very intelligent and also 

need lots of exercise. If you are thinking of 

getting one ensure you have plenty of time 

for exercise and ways to keep them 

entertained  

 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you get if 

you cross a sheep dog 

with a rose? 

 

 

A. A collie-flower! 
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Breed Spotlight: Border Collie 
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Heat Stress  
As the temperature rises our pets start to feel the heat and heat stress or hyperthermia 

becomes a real risk. Just like us they can easily overheat and this can cause a multitude 

of problems affecting every part of the body especially the internal organs and skin and it 

can even cause brain damage. Brachycephalic breeds (those with short noses) such as 

pugs, boxers and persians are much more susceptible to heat stress as are small animals 

such as rabbits. Once the body temperature reaches more than 40˚C damage starts to 

occur. 

If your pet does overheat contact your vet immediately as intensive treatment is required. 

Active cooling is performed, fluid therapy to counteract dehydration and in some cases 

plasma transfusions are required.     

How to avoid heat stress: 

 Do not walk your pets between 10am and 6pm. This is the hottest part of the day 

and not only might they overheat but they can also burn their paws on the hot 

ground. 

 Have plenty of fresh water available and change it regularly. An area big enough 

that they can have a bit of a bath to cool down in is ideal.  

 Have frozen treats on hot days. You can freeze some of their food or toys into an 

ice block for them to play with or freeze a kong toy filled with treats for them. 

 Never leave your pet in the car. 

 

 

 

 

Stress and Your Pet 

This time of year can be very stressful for our pets. Not only are there fireworks and storms 

but we also have lots of different people around and sometimes we leave our pets for long 

periods while we are out. All these things disrupt our pets’ routines and contribute to stress 

and anxiety. 

Stress has a significant effect on our pets’ general health and it is a known contributor to 

diseases such as feline lower urinary tract disorder, feline upper respiratory tract disease 

(cat flu) and inflammatory bowel disease but there is also evidence that it can decrease 

wound healing, make our pets more susceptible to viruses and increase illness length in 

pets that are already unwell.   

Many signs of stress are subtle and we may not notice them. One of the most common is 

pets hiding when visitors come over and yawning during stressful situations. Other signs 

include aggression, yowling/ barking/ motion sickness when traveling, urine marking/ 

spraying and barking excessively.  

If your pet is showing any of these signs, there are many ways we can help so ask at the 

clinic today. 
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What’s New 

We now have new consult 

room chairs! During your 

consult if you find you 

need a rest we now have 

brand new chairs in both 

consult rooms. They are 

lovely and comfortable. 

Check them out next time 

you come in for a visit.  

 


