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Dental overgrowth is very common in pet 

rabbits and stems from the jaw not lining up 

properly. Zoey came into the clinic as she was 

having trouble eating. Rabbits use their teeth 

to grind their food. Their teeth continue to 

grow throughout their lives and so they need 

to wear on each other to stop overgrowth. In 

Zoey’s case her front teeth do not line up and 

so they grow too long and make it hard for her 

to eat.  

 

 

 

 

We needed to cut Zoey’s teeth so that she 

was able to use them properly. To do this we 

use a dental bur. This is much like a dentists’ 

drill and allows us to cut the teeth without an 

anaesthetic and without shattering them. 

Unfortunately if the rear teeth are a problem, 

an anaesthetic is required. This is a specialist 

procedure as it requires special equipment. 

Zoey now has her teeth trimmed every 4-6 

weeks and is eating very well.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ragdoll’s are a relatively new cat breed 

and have only been bred since the 1960’s. 

They were first bred by Ann Baker in 

California in the U.S.A. and are thought to 

be made up by crossing Persian and 

Birman type cats however they were all 

strays that Ann had acquired. The 

founding queen was called Josephine and 

was a white, long haired cat. 

Ragdolls get their name due to many 

becoming floppy and relaxed when they 

are picked up.  

Ragdolls are large, long-haired cats with 

inquisitive blue eyes. They are pointed, 

meaning that their face, legs, ears and tail 

are a darker colour than their body and 

they come in four different patterns- 

mitted, bi-colour, van and colourpoint.  

Due to their long coat they do moult and 

regular brushing is really important as they 

are prone to matting. Like most cats they 

are also prone to obesity and so creative 

feeding and lots of playtime is of the 

utmost importance.  
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Joke of the Month 

Q. What kind of cat can 

you get from the toy 

store? 

 

 

A. A rag-doll! 

 

Page 1 

Breed Spotlight: Ragdoll 

 

Breed Spotlight: Ragdoll 

Zoey’s Teeth  

 



 

 

            

       

Ear Mites  
Ear mites are a problem affecting kittens, cats, rabbits and less often dogs. These mites, 

in the same family as spiders, live in the ear and feed off the skin cells. They crawl around 

in the ear, which is very uncomfortable and a crusty black discharge is produced. The ears 

become extremely itchy and wounds on the face caused by itching are often present.  

Ear mites are usually caught from the mother animal or from having close contact with an 

infected individual.  

To diagnose ear mites we can look at a sample of the discharge under the microscope and 

can often see the mites themselves crawling around. This is non-invasive for the pet and 

gives us a clear indication of what’s going on. 

If left untreated not only is it incredibly uncomfortable and even painful but if the mites 

rupture the tympanic membrane (ear drum) they can cause a middle ear problem resulting 

in signs of vertigo and motion sickness.  

Treatment involves removing the discharge, and along with it the majority of the mites 

themselves, and applying a topical product to kill the rest of the mites. This needs to be 

applied repeatedly to ensure that all life stages are destroyed.   

To see these mites in action, check out our youtube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xS2kR-YrLY 

 

 

 

Ear Infections 

Ear infections are very common in our canine patients and can cause a lot of discomfort. 

Infections can be caused by many different bacteria and yeasts. Infections can start due 

to water being trapped in the ear (from a bath/ swimming), a foreign object in the ear (such 

as a grass seed) or allergies affecting the skin as the ear canal is also lined with skin.  

Ear infections cause the ears to become red, painful and there is often a discharge. The 

discharge can cause sores under the ear or on the pinnas (the large part) which are also 

painful. They become hot and itchy and your dog may be seen pawing at their face or 

shaking their head vigorously.  

To determine the cause of an infection, a sample is taken from the ear and examined 

under the microscope. Treatment is determined by the type of infection, the pet, how long 

the infection has been going on for and how much damage there is to the ears.  

An anesthesia may be required to clean the ears out and remove the discharge so that 

medication can work. The medication we prescribe can only work if it is used to the end of 

the course and according to directions. It is also important to attend rechecks to ensure 

that the infection has completely cleared as some ear infections can be very stubborn. 
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What’s New 

Have you seen our new 

photos? On the wall at our 

reception, you are now 

able to see photos of our 

staff and their pets! If you 

haven’t seen them yet, 

make sure you check 

them out next time you 

are in the clinic. We think 

they look great (although 

we are biased!!). 


