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Belle is a 10 year old female fox terrier cross. 

She came into the clinic when her owner 

noticed that she had a sore leg. Her owner 

knew this because she had been lame. Like 

many pets, the only sign of pain in her leg was 

that she was having trouble walking on it and 

jumping, she was quite well otherwise.  

In Belle’s case her lameness problem was 

related to arthritis. There are many products 

available at Your Family Vet for arthritis 

treatment and management. Belle started out 

on an oral joint supplement that acts to 

maintain healthy cartilage in joints helping 

them to move without pain. This worked well 

but we felt she needed more support so Belle 

started a course of 4 injections that help to 

reduce inflammation within the joint and 

improve joint fluid. After the initial course, 

these injections are then given every 6 

months (or less) to continue the treatment.  

Belle responded positively to the injections 

and is doing really well. Her owner noticed 

that she was moving better after the second 

injection. This picture was taken after the third 

injection…. Looks happy doesn’t she! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ancestors of the Netherland dwarf 

rabbit were the Hermelin rabbit. This was 

a white rabbit with red eyes. A team of 

dutch people then imported the Hermelin 

rabbit into the Netherlands and began to 

breed it with a variety of wild and 

domesticated rabbits in the hope of 

creating a small rabbit in many different 

colours. The Netherland dwarf breed was 

officially recognised in 1940 and only 17 

individuals survived World War II. Today 

the Netherland dwarf is one of the most 

popular breeds across the world.  

The Netherland dwarf has a small, 

compact body and short ears. They weigh 

0.9 - 1.2kg’s and come in approximately 40 

varieties and colours but this depends on 

the country.  

Netherland dwarfs live for 10-12 years 

providing they have a suitable diet and 

housing.  

It is important, however, to do your 

research before breeding as there are 

several genetic defects that are common 

in Netherland dwarfs.  

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What is a Netherland 

dwarf rabbit’s favourite 

dance style? 

 

 

A. Hip hop! 
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Cruciate Ligament Disease 
Cruciate ligament disease is one of the most common causes of hind limb lameness in our 

canine patients. It causes inflammation and instability of the knee joint and ultimately 

causes pain and lameness. 

The cruciate ligaments are part of the knee joint and help to hold everything together so 

that the bones can move over each other smoothly. Needless to say, if they are damaged 

the joint becomes unstable and the bones wear unevenly creating arthritis, damage to the 

cartilage in the joint and ultimately pain.  

In most cases the ligament deteriorates over time, much like a fraying rope. There is no 

known precise cause for this however predisposing factors include certain breeds, obesity 

and conformation. Once the ligament starts to deteriorate any sudden or unusual 

movement (such as jumping or running) can cause it to break. In some cases the 

meniscus, a gel- like pad within the joint that helps to provide cushioning, may also tear 

and this can cause increased pain.  

Treatment involves surgery to repair the joint and increase the stability as well as rest and 

anti-inflammatories. 

 

 

 

 

Worms 
Have you ever wondered why we ask you every visit if your pet is up to date with worm 

treatments? Well…Worms can cause problems such as diarrhoea, weight loss and 

anaemia (low red blood cells numbers) and are especially a problem in young animals. 

However, what you may not know, is that many worms are also able to infect humans, 

causing a myriad of problems as they are not supposed to be there!  

Roundworms are one of the most common types. Pets become infected by eating the 

larvae or eggs, through the placenta before they are born or through the mum’s milk. Some 

roundworms are also able to burrow through the skin. Adult roundworms live in the 

intestines and in some cases, can be in high enough numbers to cause blockages. When 

they infect humans, they cause problems in most internal organs including brain and liver. 

Tapeworms are long, flat worms with segments. They have a complicated lifecycle and 

infect pets when they eat another animal that they have infected (intermediate hosts such 

as a flea or offal from farm animals). They can be up to 80m long, depending on the species 

and their segments are passed in the faeces. Those that can infect humans cause cysts in 

the brain, liver and other important organs. You can see a video of a tapeworm from one 

of our patients here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSMw1WkqY_E 

Worming of adult dogs and cats should be performed every 3 months. Younger pets need 

to be wormed more frequently as they have no immunity and even small worm burdens 

can have disastrous effects. If you purchase a wormer from Your Family Vet we will even 

administer it for you so contact the clinic today to get your pet up to date.  
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What’s New 

Kimmy has a home! We 

are proud to announce 

that we have adopted the 

Horsham Paws cat that 

we were fostering. Kimmy 

will now be a permanent 

resident at Your Family 

Vet and an ambassador 

for Horsham Paws! 


