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I S S U E  

George and Mildred are desexed Labradors 

that are currently working to maintain a 

healthy weight. Obesity is one of the most 

common problems affecting our pets so taking 

a proactive approach to pets’ weight is really 

important.  

George and Mildred are walked daily and their 

calorie intake is monitored strictly by their 

owner. They also do lots of training and for 

this they get Royal Canine Educ treats which 

are specially designed to be low in calories. 

Treats is a common area where pets can gain 

weight as many commercial treats are high in 

fat.  

Keeping George and Mildred at a healthy 

weight will have tons of health benefits 

including (but not limited to) decreased risk of 

heart and lung disease, decreased arthritis 

and other lameness and increased overall 

health.  

At their regular weigh in visits, George and 

Mildred’s weight is recorded by one of our 

staff so that we can keep track of their 

progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possibly the most famous of Great Dane’s, 

is the television personality “Scooby Doo”. 

Dogs similar to the Great Dane are seen 

painted on tombs from ancient Egypt. 

These dogs were traded all over the world 

and those that landed in Germany were 

specifically bred to make the Great Dane 

we know today. Originally they were used 

in bull baiting and later by nobility to hunt 

wild boar and other large game. As they 

grew in popularity they were used more 

and more as pets and guard dogs.  

They are a large dog with a short coat that 

can be fawn, brindle, black, blue, harlequin 

or mantle (white and black). 

Having a Great Dane as part of the family 

is not for the faint hearted. The average 

Great Dane is 76cm tall and weighs 

54Kg…that’s a lot of food! 

Great Dane’s are prone to a variety of 

diseases including elbow and hip 

dysplasia, bloat and heart conditions. This 

means that not only do they eat a lot but it 

is important that it is of high quality, 

especially during development and that 

pet insurance is definitely recommended.   

 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you get if 

you take a really big dog 

for a walk? 

 

 

A. A Great Dane out!! 
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Breed Spotlight: Great Dane  

 

Breed Spotlight: Great 

Dane 

George and Mildred’s Weight 

 

George and Mildred’s 

Weight 



 

 

            

       

Rodenticide Intoxication  
Rodenticides, or rat and mouse bait, are not only toxic to rats and mice but also all of our 

pets including cats, dogs and rabbits. Pets can become poisoned when eating the baits 

themselves or when eating rats and mice that have been affected.  

Most common rodenticides cause issues with clotting by using up vitamin k and will cause 

the patient to bleed excessively and can cause death. This does not happen straight away, 

the first signs of bleeding are usually 5-7 days after the poison has been eaten. Some 

signs include: bleeding from the mouth/ anus/ nose, coughing, pale gums, lethargy and 

inappetence.  

If you suspect that your pet has ingested a rodenticide it is important to get them to the 

vets as soon as you can. If they have just eaten it, we can make them vomit to limit the 

amount that is absorbed. If they have already started bleeding they may require a blood 

transfusion as well as being given vitamin k to replenish their own stores. It is also 

important to let us know what brand or type it was if you know. The different types of rat 

bait require different lengths of treatment. At the end of the treatment we test the clotting 

time to make sure that your pet is no longer at risk of bleeding.  

 

 

 

Rabbit Calici Virus  
Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease Virus, commonly referred to as Rabbit Calici Virus, was 

originally released by the government in 1995 to assist in controlling wild rabbit populations. 

Last month a second strain of this virus was released into the wild as most wild rabbits are 

now immune to the original strain. A third, wild type, strain has also been found in wild 

rabbit populations.  

As the name suggests, it infects internal organs such as the liver and gut causing 

haemorrhage, severe blood loss and death. Pet rabbits are particularly susceptible. It is 

spread through contact with infected rabbits either directly or through grass/ hands/ clothing 

that have touched an infected rabbit. It can also be passed through biting insects such as 

fleas and mosquitos.  

Although there is no cure, a vaccination is available. It is protective against the 2 released 

strains. Studies have not shown protection from the wild type at this point. After the first 

vaccine,a booster is given in a month and then every 6 months after that.  

Tips to protect your bunnies are: 

 Ensure vaccinations are up to date 

 Do not allow contact with wild rabbits  

 Do not handle your own rabbit after handling wild or sick rabbits 

 Implement an insect control program 

For more information about this virus, pick up one of our handouts at the clinic and have a 

chat to one of our friendly staff about how to protect your bunny.  
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What’s New 

We have a new trainee 

nurse! We would like to 

welcome Bella to the Your 

Family Vet team. Bella 

likes all animals and so far 

is enjoying learning about 

blood tests and how to 

hold our patients. Bella is 

looking forward to 

meeting you and your 

pets so make sure you say 

hi next time you are in for 

a visit! 


