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Cooper is a 5 year old, male desexed cat. He 

came to the clinic after his owners had noticed 

that he was squatting to urinate but nothing 

was coming out. Being unable to urinate is an 

emergency situation and can lead to a very 

sick cat and even death if left untreated.  

Medications were given to Cooper to help 

relax the bladder and cause urination, 

unfortunately to no avail so he was 

anaethetised and a urinary catheter placed to 

allow the urine to come out more easily. A 

sample of the urine was examined under the 

microscope and these were seen. 

 

 

 

 

They are struvite crystals and the smaller 

circles are red blood cells caused by trauma.  

Cooper’s urethra was blocked due to 

inflammation from the trauma these crystals 

cause and due to the crystals themselves. 

This is a very painful condition known as 

Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease or 

FLUTD.  

After spending quite a long time in hospital 

with us, Cooper is now home and enjoying his 

new diet which is specially designed to 

dissolve crystals and promote urinary health.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The La Perm cat breed was established in 

Oregan, USA in 1982 from a mutation in 

normal domestic cats with a curly coat 

roaming on a farming property. The owner 

of the property started to selectively breed 

the nicest coats to produce a variety of 

colours, all with a curly coat. They then 

became popular with the employees of the 

property as pets in their own homes.  

The name “La Perm” was chosen due to 

the distinctive wave of the coat, just like 

the “perm” hair style. The coat can be 

medium to long in length however always 

with a wave or curl. This coat does take 

time to develop however and kittens are 

often born bald or with a short, straight 

coat.  

They are reported to be friendly cats that 

enjoy the company of people and other 

pets.  

Their most important health requirement is 

regular brushing as their curls can easily 

become knotted and tangled causing 

unsightly and uncomfortable matting.  

 

 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 
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Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What did the cat ask 

for when she went to 

the hair salon? 

 

 

 

 

A. La Perm!! 
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Cat Fights  
Cat fights are a common problem we see in 

the vet clinic and are often very scary for 

owners. Injuries can range from wounds 

and abscesses to damage to eyes and 

infection with incurable diseases such as 

Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (Feline 

AIDS). Not only do they often require 

expensive treatments but they can be very 

painful for your pet.  

Prevention is always better than cure. 

These are some tips to reduce the risk of 

cat getting into fights: 

 Confining cats at night- night time is 

when most cat fights occur 

 Desexing- decreases roaming and 

territorial behaviour 

 Make sure vaccinations are up to 

date 

 Contact the rangers if stray cats are 

a problem in your area 

 Providing environmental 

enrichment for your cats to make 

staying home fun 

 Outdoor cat enclosures- allow your 

cat to be outside without having 

access to other animals  

 Regularly checking for wounds- it’s 

better to treat sooner rather than 

later  

 Feeding your cat inside- outside 

feeding may encourage other cats 

to visit and eat your pets food 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heartworm  
Heartworms are long, round worms that live 

in the heart and lungs. Their larval stages 

are called microfilaria, are microscopic and 

live in the bloodstream. These larval stages 

are picked up by mosquitos when they get 

a blood meal. Inside the mosquito they 

develop before moving to its’ proboscis 

ready to infect the next animal when it bites 

them. Although its’ traditional hosts are 

dogs, heartworm has also been found to 

infect cats, foxes, ferrets, sea lions and in 

very rare cases, humans. 

Treating heartworm is very difficult as killing 

them can cause the dead worms to clog the 

blood vessels in the lungs or cause an 

anaphylactic reaction which can be deadly. 

Needless to say, prevention is better than 

cure! 

There are several types of heartworm 

prevention available. The easiest and most 

reliable is a yearly injection. We can even 

do this at the same time as your pets’ 

annual vaccinations and send you 

reminders when it is due. Other treatments 

need to be given monthly in the form of a 

tablet, chew or spot on treatment.  

If your dog is older than 6 months a blood 

test should be done before starting 

heartworm prevention to ensure they don’t 

have any already. This blood test is done in 

house and takes about 10 minutes. 
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What’s New 

In the last few months we 

have been replacing our 

phone system and 

internet cabling. What a 

big job! Now that it’s all 

set up we are ready to 

take your calls to make 

appointments or answer 

your questions. We also 

have our email reminders 

up and running so let us 

know your email address 

and we can get that 

organised for you! 


