
 

 

 
            

            

            

            

            

           

           

           

           

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

This Issue 

Olive’s Poisoning   P.1 

P.1 

Tricky Cases   P.2 

Plasma Transfusions   P.2 

What’s New   P.2 

 

Newsletter 19
0 
M O N T H  J u n e   

Y E A R  2 0 1 7  

I S S U E  

Olive is an 8 month old, female speyed 

dachshund. She presented to the clinic 

lethargic and with pale gums.  

Olive’s owners had placed some rodenticides 

around their property but not in places that 

their pets could get at. Unfortunately our pets 

are very clever and even if we think it’s’ 

hidden they may find it or the rodents can 

move it around.  

Firstly we took some of Olive’s blood to check 

her clotting times. It took 2 minutes and 45 

seconds for her blood to clot (which is a really 

long time as it should only take 1-1.5 

minutes).  

 

 

 

 

She was also breathing more heavily than she 

should indicating that there was some 

bleeding into her lungs.  

Because of this we started a plasma 

transfusion to stop the bleeding as well as 

administering vitamin k and keeping her 

warm.  

After staying overnight she was able to go 

home with a long course of vitamin k as these 

toxins can stay in the body for up to 3 months!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Indian Runner Duck is believed to 

have originated in South East Asia where 

ducks were kept out on the rice paddies 

and locked up at night to harvest the eggs. 

A ships’ captain picked up some white and 

fawn ducks from the area once known as 

the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia) and 

took them back to his home in Scotland. 

He then shared some with his friends in 

England. They were first exhibited in 1876 

and the Indian Runner Duck Club started 

in 1913 with a standard for both fawn and 

white ducks.  

They are a tall duck with a long neck and 

as their legs are placed under them they 

run rather than waddle. Although starting 

off as fawn and white they now come in a 

variety of colours including black, 

chocolate, mallard and blue.  

These ducks do best when kept as a group 

and in an area where they have plenty of 

space to forage. They do not fly so are 

reasonably easy to keep in however it is 

important to keep predators such as foxes 

out.  
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Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you call a 

crate of ducks?? 

 

 

 

 

A. A box of quackers!! 
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Breed Spotlight: Indian Runner  

 

Olive’s Rodenticide Poisoning 

 

Breed Spotlight: 

Indian Runner    



 

 

            

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes i t ’s ok not to have 
the answer!   

Being a vet is like doing a jigsaw most 

days. We piece together little bits of 

information gained from asking 

questions of owners, examining pets 

and running tests. Most times we get 

enough pieces together to see the 

answer of your pets’ illness but not 

always. This may be because as 

owners you don’t know how to relay 

the information about your pet’s 

condition in a certain way or may not 

notice some of the more subtle signs 

or your pet may not show the “typical” 

signs expected. It’s frustrating that 

pets just don’t follow the rules of which 

signs to show with each particular 

illness! We may also not get the 

answers we want from tests. We are 

human and hence not perfect and 

occasionally we have to rely on our 

judgement and sometimes on 

response to medication.  

This occurred recently with Baxter. He 

presented with a very high 

temperature which we eventually 

controlled but then developed eye 

problems. Whilst we have not yet 

formally diagnosed his condition we 

do have him doing really well on 

medication. His owners are ok with 

this and so are we! Ultimately Baxter 

is going well with his currently 

unknown medical condition!  

 

 

 

Plasma Transfusions 
In some cases where rodenticides have 

caused bleeding into the abdomen and 

chest, just vitamin K is not enough to 

stop the bleeding in a timely manner. 

When giving vitamin k it takes12-24 

hours to start to reverse the effects of the 

toxins from rodenticides so we need 

something that acts fast. Fresh frozen 

plasma is the answer.  

Fresh frozen plasma is made up of blood 

but without all the cells in it. This part of 

the blood contains the clotting proteins 

which is what is needed to stop the 

bleeding. It is collected from donor dogs 

that are carefully screened for any 

diseases or conditions before being able 

to donate.  

Fresh frozen plasma comes frozen, as 

the name suggests, and must be 

defrosted in a very specific way. It is then 

given directly into the blood stream of the 

patient. Just like with a blood 

transfusion, reactions can occur and so 

it needs to be given slowly.  

It is important that we still give vitamin K 

though as plasma only lasts for a short 

time in the blood stream.  

Plasma transfusions can also be used to 

treat other cases that require clotting 

factors, blood proteins or anti-bodies due 

to infection.  
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What’s New 

Just this week we have 

ordered some more 

veterinary textbooks. We 

are always updating our 

skills and learning new 

techniques and about 

new medications. One of 

the ways we do this is by 

having a large library of 

textbooks and these need 

to be regularly updated!  


