
 

 

 
            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

This Issue 

Alvin the Cockatiel P.1 

Breed Spotlight: Dalmatians P.1 

Weight Loss Diets   P.2 

Obesity and Your Pet P.2 

What’s New P.2 

 

Newsletter 01 
M O N T H  D e c  

Y E A R  2 0 1 5  

I S S U E  

Cockatiels are very hard to determine the 

sex of without DNA testing as the male and 

females’ look the same. Alvin’s mum found 

out that she was actually a girl when she 

produced an egg. Unfortunately it was only 

half of an egg and so she was brought into 

the clinic to determine if the other half was 

still stuck.  

Alvin was checked over and x-rays were 

taken to determine if part of the egg was still 

inside. As you can see in the picture below, 

it definitely was! 

 

 

 

 

 

Having an egg stuck is called “egg binding” 

and can cause big problems. It is particularly 

a problem if the egg is broken as the sharp 

edges can do a lot of damage.  

Alvin was anaesthetised and the stuck half 

of the egg was successfully removed. Alvin 

is now back with her mum and well on the 

way to making a full recovery.  

    

 

Breed Spotlight: Dalmatians 

 

 

 

 

Dalmatians are a very old breed with spotted 

dogs depicted on ancient artefacts dating 

back as far as 2000BC. They have been 

used for many different purposes including 

pulling chariots, as gun dogs, messenger 

dogs in WWII, circus entertainers, guard 

dogs and pets.  

Dalmatians come in 2 colours, liver (brown) 

spotted or black spotted. However they are 

born nearly completely white and don’t get 

their spots until about 2 weeks of age.  

Dalmatians have two genetic problems that 

you should be aware of if thinking of adding 

one to your family. The first is deafness. 

Approx. 12% of Dalmatians born are 

completely or partially deaf. The other is to 

do with their urinary system. It Dalmatians 

with this defect a type of crystal forms 

causing damage to the kidneys. This is 

managed with specials diets however it is not 

a common finding. Dalmatians are also 

prone to allergies causing itchy skin and ear 

disease. 

Alvin the Cockatiel 
29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What did the hungry 

Dalmatian say when he 

finally got his dinner? 

 

A. That hit the spots! 
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Weight Loss Diets 

One of the ways we can help our pets to lose 

weight is to put them on a special diet designed 

for weight loss. These diets are low in calorie and 

designed to make your pet feel fuller despite the 

low calories and this helps with begging for food. 

Drop into the clinic to check them out. There you 

will find Royal Canin Obesity, Hill’s R/D, Hill’s 

W/D and Hill’s Metabolic and we can decide 

which would best suite your pet. If it is a bird you 

have that is overweight we can discuss 

conversion to Vetafarm pellets and can get these 

in when needed. We can also discuss diets for 

your other furry friends as obesity affects all pets 

and the number one key to weight loss is 

decreasing calorie intake and increasing calorie 

loss! 

 

 

Is your pet looking a bit on the round side? Have you looked at your pet and 

thought wow look at all that winter fat? Well now is the time to start a weight 

loss plan! It’s not just about looks; obesity has some serious health risks. 

Some of these are diabetes, arthritis, liver disease……..there are many, many 

more. Some of these require daily treatments and are lifelong incurable 

conditions that could have been prevented by simply losing weight. So 

prevention in the key! Cutting out treats, especially fatty ones like schmackos 

or sweet biscuits is a good start. If you would like to give treats, use part of 

your pets’ daily allocation of dry food. Food dispensing toys can also help 

increased exercise and mental stimulation. It is also important to make sure 

you are accurately measuring out food and making sure pets are not getting 

fed extra by well-meaning family members, it needs to be a team effort! And 

don’t forget to drop into the clinic for regular weigh-ins so we can track your 

pets’ weight. 

  

Obesity and Your Pet 
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What’s New 

Have you checked out our 

website lately? It has heaps 

of information on lots of 

different topics and we 

have just updated it! On the 

website you can find out 

information about our staff, 

the services our clinic offers 

and about pet health 

conditions. We are always 

updating it and adding new 

information. Our web 

address is 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

So head on over there and 

check it out! 


