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Doug is a 13 year old, male, desexed border 

collie x kelpie. He presented at the clinic after 

his owners had noticed one of his eyes looked 

cloudy and weepy.  

After a full exam to make sure nothing else 

was going on, a tonometer was used to 

measure the pressure inside Doug’s eye. This 

was 59, 5 times higher than it should be! This 

meant Doug was suffering from glaucoma. 

He was put on medications for pain relief and 

to decrease the eye pressure. Unfortunately 

at his revisit the pressure was still 59 so the 

decision was made to remove the eye as 

glaucoma is a very painful condition and in 

this case was not responding to medications.  

When the eye was cut open, a large, black 

tumour (called a melanoma) was discovered 

inside the eye and this was causing the 

increased pressure. This picture shows some 

of the cells and the black granules they 

produce:  

 

 

 

 

Lucky for Doug it was contained within the eye 

and most likely hasn’t spread. He is now back 

to his normal self and getting around just fine 

with only one eye! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poodles were originally bred in Germany 

to retrieve ducks and other waterfowl for 

hunters. The word “poodle” is derived from 

the German word pudel which means 

splash in the water and in France they are 

referred to as caniche, meaning duck dog.   

There are 3 recognised sizes of poodle 

today. These are, from largest to smallest- 

standard, miniature and toy.  

The poodles coat sets them apart from 

other breeds as it is thick and curly. It has 

the appearance of wool rather than hair 

and these dogs do not shed. However this 

does mean that they need lots of 

grooming. 

They are available in a range of solid 

colours white and silver right through to 

brown and black.  

Poodles are prone to dental disease and 

ear infections as they often have very hairy 

ears. They can also suffer from congenital 

eye and hip problems so it is advisable to 

seek a breeder that has had their dogs 

tested for these.  
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Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What happens when 

it rains cats and dogs?? 

 

 

 

 

A. You could step in a 

poodle!! 
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Bandage Care  
It’s not uncommon to instinctly think to 

bandage your pets if they cut themselves, 

however if you think the wound is bad 

enough to need a bandage, it most likely 

needs veterinary attention and wounds 

are much better dealt with sooner rather 

than later. Bandages put on by owners 

are often done incorrectly and this can 

cause serious problems such as 

infections, pressure sores and even loss 

of skin or toes if applied too tightly.  

For these reasons, it is also really 

important to follow aftercare instructions if 

we do need to place a bandage on your 

pet as well. This may be due to a wound, 

a bone fracture or to support a tendon or 

ligament through the healing process and 

often multiple bandages are required with 

regular changes. One of the major 

problems we face is if the bandage gets 

wet it can shrink and stop blood flow to the 

rest of the limb or it can cause bacteria to 

grow under the bandage and form an 

infection. If it slips down, your pet is 

chewing at it or part of it comes off, the 

bandage needs to be replaced and it is 

important that this is done in a timely 

fashion. Electrical tape, duct tape and 

human bandaging materials are no 

supplement for a correctly placed 

bandage and these can lead to issues 

with blood flow that may result in limb 

amputation.  

The key things to remember are to keep 

the bandage clean and dry, do not allow 

your pet to lick or chew at it and seek 

veterinary attention if anything changes or 

the bandage smells.  

 

 

Anal Glands 
Does your dog scoot their bottom along the 

ground? Have you wormed them and they are 

still doing this unsightly behaviour? Well you 

may find the problem is their anal glands! 

These glands are located both sides of the 

anus and produce a foul smelling liquid. 

Some of this liquid ends up on the faeces 

marking it as coming from that particular dog. 

Unfortunately in some of our pets this liquid is 

really thick or the ducts become blocked. This 

is uncomfortable and scooting allows relief. If 

the anal gland is full and nothing is done 

about it, it can lead to abscess formation 

which is very painful. In some cases so 

painful that the pet requires an anaesthetic to 

have them lanced and cleaned out.  

If you noticed that your pet is scooting we can 

express their anal glands for you to prevent it 

going any further. Some pets need to have 

this done on a regular basis. Although it is a 

good idea to worm your pets for many 

reasons, worm infestation is not a common 

cause of scooting. Obesity and a low firbre 

diet can contribute and so in some cases a 

change of diet and more exercise can be 

helpful.  

If the problem progresses to form an abscess, 

antibiotics, anti-inflammatories and 

potentially surgery may be required so it is 

better to get onto it sooner rather than later.  
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What’s New 

We now have some new 

products available! 

Oravet is a new dental 

chew to help keep on top 

of dental disease. It is a 

treat given once daily. 

There is also a new flea 

and worm treatment that 

is a tasty chew given once 

a month called Spectra. 

Come into the clinic today 

to ask about these new 

products and we can 

point you in the right 

direction.   

Anal gland 

location 


