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Charlie is an 8 year old, female desexed 

Cavoodle. She came into the clinic this week 

when her owner noticed that she wasn’t 

shutting her mouth properly. She had just 

been chewing on a bone so her owner 

suspected that this was the problem.  

After she had been examined, a large 

fragment of bone was found stuck on one of 

her upper teeth. This was easily removed 

using special forceps to hold onto it and some 

team work between the vet and nurse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even raw bones can get stuck in the mouth 

particularly on the teeth and between the 

teeth in the roof of the mouth. These can be 

very distressing for the pet and cause them to 

paw at their mouth and do even more 

damage.  

Removing them is not always easy and 

sometimes a sedation is required. Having the 

right tools helps a lot and keep in mind that 

your pet can still bite with the bones stuck so 

it is often best to give us a call and make an 

appointment if you think a bone is stuck.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Siamese fighting fish, commonly 

called a Betta, is native to Thailand, 

Cambodia and Vietnam and are members 

of the Gourami family. They live 

predominantly in rice paddies in the wild 

but are also found in ponds, puddles and 

even drains after flooding.  

Males are very aggressive, hence the 

name, and will fight fiercely over territory 

so no more than one male should ever be 

put in together.  

They are unique in the fish world as they 

can not only breathe through their gills but 

also have a structure called the “labyrinth” 

that allows them to take oxygen from 

gulped air entering the mouth.  

They come in just about any colour and 

also have a variety of fin and tail types.  

Although they are able to be kept in small 

tanks it is important to provide 

environmental enrichment such as plants 

and ornaments and to ensure water quality 

is very good. In cooler areas, such as 

Victoria, a heater is also required as these 

fish do best if the water temperature is 

over 18˚C. 

 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you call a 

fish without an eye? 

 

 

 

 

A. Fsh!!! 
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Things to Consider before  Breeding  

Breeding may seem like an exciting thing to do but there are many things to consider. It 

may seem easy and the price puppies sell for can look inviting, however if you look at the 

whole picture, you soon realise that it can be quite the opposite. 

Bitches need to be at least 1 year old (older in some breeds) before they can safely be 

bred. This means 1-2 seasons (heat cycles) where she needs to be protected from being 

mated. Seasons can last 3 weeks and male dogs are quite able to scale fences, dig under 

or climb over enclosures, not to mention barking, fighting and urinating on everything. Once 

she is old enough, you need to find a suitable male. This may mean travel or paying sire 

fees and still protecting her from mating with others for the duration of her season.  

This does not guarantee healthy puppies. Some of the things that can go wrong are: 

 Not successfully mating, not falling pregnant, having a false/ phantom pregnancy  

 Not carrying pregnancy to term, aborting, going into labour early and delivering pups 

too premature to survive or stillborn pups 

 Needing a caesarian as she can’t deliver the pups by herself 

 A uterine or vaginal infection, which can be life threatening or a vaginal prolapse 

 Being too anxious to look after her pups 

 Mastitis, milk fever, not having enough milk and so unable to feed puppies  

These things all cost money! Feeding, housing, veterinary expenses, vaccinating, worming, 

microchipping…it all adds up. As well as caesarians, medications, fluids, heated beds, teats 

and bottles, milk replacer, sleepless nights and the list goes on. 

This article isn’t designed to scare you or talk you out of breeding. It’s purely to educate you 

on the cost and what can happen. There are also great rewards that come from breeding 

and yes, you may be lucky enough to have a straight forward, successful breeding 

experience and have reduced costs and heartache but you need to be aware of everything 

that can go wrong and seriously consider if you can afford to take that gamble. 

Senior Pets  
Is your pet getting into their twilight years? Pets age more quickly than we do and we often 

don’t realise that they are now seniors! However there are many things that you can do to 

help your senior pet out and make them more comfortable. 

Monitor senior pets carefully. Although we often hear “he’s just slowing down because he’s 

old” it doesn’t have to be that way. Any changes in eating, drinking or sleeping habits, 

movement or new lumps and bumps could be the start of something treatable. The sooner 

that we can deal with these things the better for your furry friend.  

Regular health checks with your vet are really important as older pets are more likely to 

suffer from medical conditions. For senior pets we recommend visits at least every 6 months 

and we can set reminders up for you to help remember this.  

Switch them to a diet especially for mature pets. There are many available and Hill’s have 

just brought out a new formulation especially for this age group. These diets have increased 

nutrients for older pets, decreased fats to help prevent weight gain and supplements to help 

with joint function.  

Don’t forget to keep our number handy and if you are concerned or have any questions, 

just give us a call.   
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What’s New 

Our renovations are now 

complete! Our consult 

rooms have had a 

complete overhaul with 

new tables, flooring and 

cabinets. Thanks to 

Choices, Wades, Create-

A-Kitchen, Dan the 

Plasterer and Craig 

Bennett for the awesome 

service and hard work. 

Come check them out 

next time you’re in the 

clinic!! 


