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Rosie Ava is an 8 year old, female speyed 

Labrador. She came into the clinic when her 

owners noticed some strange black circles 

within her eyes. It is always a good idea to get 

eye problems checked out straight away as 

eyes are very sensitive organs. The black 

circles didn’t seem to bother her but they 

moved around and are quite striking as you 

can see in this photo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a full health check we determined that 

the black circles in Rosie’s eyes were uveal 

cysts (also called iris cysts). Although they 

look quite significant as they often float 

around the front of the eye, they are actually 

benign and usually don’t cause problems. 

They are most commonly seen in Golden 

Retrievers, Labradors, Great Danes and 

Boston Terriers but it is unknown how or why 

they occur. 

Rosie doesn’t seem to be bothered by them 

at all, however we recommend regular 

checkups for her in case they move into a 

position where they do cause a problem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The name Shih Tzu means “lion dog” in 

Chinese and they originated in Tibet 

around the 7th century where they lived 

around the temples. Some were given as 

gifts to the Emperors in China where they 

became prized possessions and are even 

featured in many ancient artworks. It is 

thought that they crossed them with 

Pekinese (often referred to as lion dogs, 

hence the name) to form the Shih Tzu we 

see today.  

Shih Tzu’s were originally bred to be 

companion dogs and they are certainly 

very good at this task. They are compact, 

playful and intelligent pets, however they 

do have long hair which requires regular 

grooming to prevent uncomfortable mats 

and skin disease. They come in a variety 

of colours including black, gold, red, silver 

and many others. They are also prone to 

obesity due to overfeeding so if you are 

thinking of a Shih Tzu as a pet, a strict diet 

is a must. They are also susceptible to eye 

problems as their eyes protrude more than 

other dogs.  

 

 

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you get 

when you cross a small 

dog and a large boat? 

 

 

 

 

A. A Ship Tzu!!! 
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Your Vets Role 

I recently had a client say to me “by wanting to do all these tests you’re making it too 

expensive”, so I explained to them what is expected of us. 

As private vets we are actually still directed by both the Australian Veterinary Association 

and the Veterinary Practitioners Board of Victoria. These groups develop codes of conduct, 

policies and standards of care which we are obligated to adhere to. They outline “gold 

standards” and we have the moral responsibility of ensuring that all of our patients are at 

the very least offered these.  

Gold standard means running all tests required to gain enough accurate information to 

make a diagnosis of your pets’ condition. For example bloods, urinalysis, radiographs, 

ultrasound or even arthroscopy/ endoscopy, CT or MRI. These later facilities are available 

at referral clinics which fortunately we have a wonderful selection of in Melbourne. In 

Victoria we are very lucky with respect to availability of registered specialists in so many 

veterinary fields and the number of dedicated emergency hospitals. As such, we as private 

vets are expected to inform you as clients that these facilities are available for the best 

possible care for your pet. It is your right as clients to decline.   

 

Getting a New Family Member 
Are you thinking of getting a new puppy or kitten? There is so much to remember and so 

many decisions to make. What breed will be most suited to your family, where will you get 

them from etc. let alone all the things to do once the new buddle of joy arrives home! But 

don’t worry, we can help. 

To begin with, here are a few things to think about and ask the person you are getting them 

off:  

 Vaccination and microchipping- make sure you ask the person you are getting them 

from if these have been done and when 

 Worming- ask the person you are getting them from when this was last done, 

puppies and kittens require much more frequent worming than adult pets  

 Feeding- a good quality puppy or kitten diet is essential for healthy pets, getting 

some food from the breeder to help with the transition can help too  

 Pheremones- adaptil or feliway can really help with your new pets transition into 

your home, you can pick up a flier about these or purchase them from the clinic 

 Insurance- if you are going to insure your pet it is best to do it as soon as possible 

so that if anything happens they are covered  

There are lots more things as well and at Your Family Vet we have a range of handouts 

and information to help your new pet settle in as smoothly as possible. We love meeting 

and talking about new family members so come talk to us today and get all the information 

you need!  
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What’s New 

Your Family Vet has 

recently had another 

major upgrade in policy to 

improve the care we 

provide to your pets and 

ensure we are keeping up 

to date with the current 

recommendations. We 

strive to always provide 

the best service and care 

for your pets and that 

sometimes means 

changing our policies and 

the way we do things.  

Please be patient with our 

receptionists as they learn 

all of these new policies. 


