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I S S U E  

Billy is a West Highland White Terrier and 

he attracts grass seeds (just like a lot of our 

pets!). He came into the clinic a few weeks 

ago after a bought of sneezing. He would 

sneeze for a little while then stop and start 

again later on. His mum hadn’t noticed him 

sneezing out any blood but this can happen 

in some cases. The nose is very sensitive 

and the nostril isn’t very big so it is very 

difficult to look up there while are pets are 

awake. To find the cause of Billy’s sneezing 

we gave him a little sedation. 

We used a special device called an 

otoscope to look up Billy’s nose. It has a 

light on the end to allow for good 

visualisation. Turns out Billy had a pesky 

grass seed up each nostril! We removed 

these and Billy made a full recovery.  

 

 

 

    

 

Our little cockatiel Alvin from last month’s 

newsletter has made a full recovery and is 

now back to her normal self. 

Breed Spotlight: Manx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manx cats distinguishing feature is their lack 

of tail. This is a genetic mutation that causes 

the cats to have no tail or a shortened tail. 

They originated on the Isle of Man between 

England and Ireland centuries ago and the 

natives of this area have many great stories 

for how they came to have no tail. They 

come in both long or short hair and a variety 

of colours.  

Most Manx love water and are highly 

trainable with some even able to fetch. They 

are highly intelligent so need lots of mental 

stimulation. Some have also been known as 

guard cats protecting their families. 

It is important that all Manx kittens are 

checked by a vet before going to their new 

homes. The gene that causes the lack of tail 

can also cause spinal and hip problems and 

so these need to be looked for to ensure 

kittens are healthy.  

Billy and the Grass Seeds 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What would Neil 

Armstrong have said if 

he’d taken a cat with 

him to the moon? 

 

A. That’s one small step 

for a Manx; one giant 

leap for felines! 

 

A. That hit the spots! Page 1 



            

       

Insurance and Your Pet  

We have had a lot of questions about pet insurance lately. Do we 

recommend it? Absolutely! There are a large number of companies which 

have pet insurance policies, most of them quite good. However there are 

pitfalls to watch out for so make sure you read the fine print. Waiting periods, 

pre-existing conditions, lifetime of policy compared to lifetime of pet etc.  

There are numerous different options of cover so make sure you take your 

time and choose the best option for you and your pet.  

We also strongly recommend that you start your policy as soon as you get 

your new pet, if possible before any abnormalities are detected to ensure 

you are fully covered.  

To find out more about insurance for your pet contact the clinic today! 

 

 

If you do there are a few things you need to know. We often feed our pets table 

scraps rather than throw them out but not all human food is safe for our pets and 

extra food can contribute to obesity!  

1. Cooked bones and leftover fat: These can shatter and get caught in to 

mouth, throat, stomach or intestines. They can also contribute to 

constipation and pancreatitis. If your dog is on a diet of predominantly 

biscuits the pH of the stomach is changed and so they can even have 

trouble digesting them.  

2. Certain vegetables: onions, garlic, rhubarb and raw potatoes are all toxic to 

our pets. These cause anaemia (not enough red blood cells), kidney failure 

and sudden death.  

3. Some fruits: grapes (including raisins and sultanas) and avocados can 

cause kidney and heart failure respectively. Stones from peaches, 

nectarines and plums are just the right size to get stuck in the intestines are 

these are not able to be digested in the stomach.  

4. Chocolate: chocolate is very toxic including chocolate biscuits, cakes and 

other sweets.  

If you have inadvertently given any of these to your pet or suspect they have eaten 

them contact the clinic for information on what to do.  

Do you feed your pet “Human Food”? 

Page 2 

What’s New 

This month we have a new 

vet starting! Dr. Samantha 

spent some time with us in 

2014 and is now back on a 

more permanent basis. She 

comes to us from up on the 

border of NSW and VIC. 

Make sure you come by and 

say hi to Dr. Samantha and 

introduce her to your furry 

family.   


