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Arkie is a male Alaskan malamute puppy. After 

a physical examination we discovered that he 

had a heart murmur. This is when, instead of 2 

crisp heart beat sounds, there is an additional 

wooshing sounds. This is quite a concern in a 

puppy due to the risk of a heart deformity, such 

as a problem with one of the valves or a hole in 

the heart between the chambers.  

Arkie was happy and healthy otherwise but the 

murmur did not go away. We decided it was 

time for Arkie to head down to see the heart 

specialist in Melbourne, Dr. Richard Woolley. 

Just like when your doctor sends you to see a 

specialist, sometimes we need to do this for our 

pets. Arkie had echocardiography performed 

which is an ultrasound of the heart. It was 

discovered that one of his large arteries leaving 

the heart was smaller than it should be, called 

a sub-aortic stenosis.  

 

 

 

 

Arkie may have this for the rest of his life but as 

it is only mild it will most likely cause him no 

problems.  

 

 

Breed Spotlight: Labrador 

Retrievers  

 

 

 

 

Labradors are a very common family pet but 

were originally bred to bring in fishing nets 

through freezing water for fishermen back in 

the early 19
th
 century. Today they are used 

for a variety of tasks including guide dogs for 

the blind, quarantine sniffer dogs and in the 

army for mine detection.  

Labradors come in 3 colours. These are 

yellow or golden, black and chocolate or 

liver.  

Labradors are genetically predisposed to 

elbow and hip dysplasia which cause arthritis 

early in life so it is important to be aware of 

this before purchasing one. It is also 

important to be aware that they will eat 

anything! This means that they are prone to 

gastrointestinal upsets, blockages and 

obesity. It is important to restrict their food to 

keep them slim and keep active. They are 

very trainable and obedience is 

recommended. 

Arkie’s Heart 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you call a 

dog magician? 

 

 

A. A Labracadabradore! 
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Prescription Diets  

At Your Family Vet we have a variety of prescription diets available. These usually come in 

both a wet and dry form depending on what your pet prefers. They are used to treat 

conditions such as obesity, FLUTD, kidney disease, liver disease, arthritis, thyroid disease, 

dental disease, aging, allergies, skin disease and gastrointestinal upsets.  

These diets, just like medications, help to treat the conditions they are prescribed for. In 

some cases they may be the sole treatment.  

The important thing to remember is that your pet should 

 be fed solely the prescription diet for it to work. They  

are completely balanced diets and in some cases even  

treats can affect the way they work.  

Prescription diets should be stored in a cool dry place in 

 their original packaging where possible to prevent  

active ingredients leaching into the storage contained.  

Next time you’re in have a chat to us if you think  

your pet could benefit from a prescription diet 

 

 

Ever noticed your cat scratching in the tray or garden and standing for a long time 

trying to go to the toilet or fussing around scratching lots of holes? It may be the first 

sign of Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease or FLUTD for short. This term 

encompasses a group of urinary tract problems including urinary crystals and bladder 

inflammation which can make it difficult for them to urinate.  

It is a very complicated disease but is very common and can become a lifelong 

problem. Obesity, laziness and stress increase the risk. Other signs to look out for 

are blood in the urine or urinating in places your cat normally wouldn’t. If we suspect 

your cat has a urinary issue we will ask you to bring in a urine sample for analysis.  

Treatment for this condition often requires medications and a special exclusive diet to 

change the pH of the urine but every case is different which is why a physical exam 

and urine analysis are so important. Please enquire at the clinic if you think your cat 

is at risk.   

  

 

Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease 
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What’s New 

Have you ever used Kong 

treat dispensing toys with 

your pets? They are a great 

form of environmental 

enrichment and can be 

frozen for a cool treat on 

hot days. The clinic now has 

blue Kong’s available for 

purchase. These are 

specially designed that if 

they are accidently broken 

and get swallowed we can 

see them on Xray. Come 

into the clinic today to 

check them out! 

Left: Dipstick urine analysis. 

Each little square changes 

colour depending on what is 

in the urine so tests it for 9 

different things. 

Right: Urinary struvite crystals 

as seen under the microscope. 


