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Cuddles the cat came to us because she 

had started gagging, vomiting and not 

eating all of a sudden. She was also a bit 

lethargic. Her owners mentioned that they 

had pulled a little piece of cotton out of her 

mouth the night before that she had been 

playing with. We took some x-rays of 

Cuddles abdomen and look what we 

found… 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuddles’ gut was all bunched up because 

she had swallowed lots of the cotton! We 

did surgery to remove the cotton and had to 

make several incisions into the bowel to get 

all of it out. Some had nearly sawed 

through the bowel wall so we got there just 

in time! Once Cuddles had recovered from 

surgery and started eating again she was 

able to go home and has now made a full 

recovery. She is not allowed to play with 

any more cotton or anything she might 

swallow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bloodhounds have a distinctive look and 

so have made their way into many 

children’s movies such as Lady and the 

Tramp, Pluto, Aristocats and the Fox and 

the Hound. 

They are also called St. Hubert’s hounds 

as it is thought that they were first bred 

at the Monastery of St. Hubert’s, in 

Belgium, before being gifted to French 

kings and later brought to England with 

the French.  

They were used for hunting deer and 

wild cats as well as tracking people for 

the police.   

Bloodhounds are the largest of the 

hound group of dogs. They are very 

active so it is advisable if you are 

thinking of adding one to your family you 

look into obedience training. 

Their main medical complaints consist of 

elbow and hip dysplasia, bloat and eye 

and ear problems. These are related to 

their droopy face and floppy ears.  

Cuddles and the Cotton 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What kind of dog 

does Dracula have? 

 

 

A. A Bloodhound! 
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Breed Spotlight: Bloodhounds 

 



 

 

            

       

X-rays/ Radiographs 
X-rays can be used to look at the inside of your pet without needing to do surgery. These 

can be used to assess bones (such as for leg injuries or arthritis) as well as abdominal 

organs, the lungs or even the teeth in some cases.  

X-rays are definitely not only for broken bones. They produce an image in shades of grey 

and different shades correspond with different tissues so that we can look for a variety of 

different things.  

Some pets require a sedation to have x-rays taken. This is dependent on the specific pet 

and images that need to be taken as they are required to be still and some positions may 

be painful (e.g. hip xrays) so cannot be done without a sedation.  

If we are using x-rays to assess the gastrointestinal tract we may give your pet 

something to eat (called barium) that will show up brightly on the x-ray. This is called a 

contrast study. 

 

Does Your Dog Cough? 
Many dogs, especially small breeds, acquire a cough as they get older. It is commonly 

thought that this is due to heart conditions but this is FALSE! Coughing is a sign of 

respiratory disease somewhere in the airways. 

In young dogs we sometimes see canine or kennel cough. This is caused by a complex 

of different organisms, some of which we can vaccinate against. It is very contagious and 

this is why your pet must be vaccinated for it before going to the kennels.  

Older dogs often suffer from bronchitis and bronchial disease due to thickening or 

collapsing of the airways. This is a common problem and we often perform x-rays of the 

chest to look at the airways through the lungs. At this time we also assess the heart and 

the rest of the chest cavity.  

In small breed dogs, the trachea or windpipe may also be causing the coughing as this 

may be collapsing. To diagnose this we also take x-rays of your pets’ neck and chest.  

All of these conditions require a trip to the vet. Many coughs can be successfully 

managed with medications. These do not necessarily have to be tablets so even if you 

have difficulty medicating your pet we can work around this. Contact us today to make an 

appointment to have your pets cough assessed.  
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What’s New 

Have you checked out 

our website? We have 

recently started to 

upload previous 

newsletters and a lot of 

our client handouts onto 

there for you to view at 

your leisure. You can 

check under the 

“Articles” tab if you want 

to read about some 

common, and not so 

common, diseases or if 

you have lost a client 

handout that we have 

printed for you. Happy 

reading! 

Left: Abdominal xray. 

Right: Contrast study 

with barium. 


