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Scrappy is an older male desexed 

Australian terrier. He came into the clinic 

because his owner had noticed that he had 

a lump. They had monitored it for some 

time and it seemed to be getting bigger.  

 

 

 

 

We did a fine needle aspirate of the lump to 

determine what it was and discovered that 

it had many purple cells with lots of 

granules. 

 

 

 

 

These are called mast cells and indicate 

that the lump was a Mast Cell Tumour. The 

granules produce histamine which is 

involved in allergic reactions. These lumps 

can be very nasty so we decided to go 

straight to surgery to remove it. Scrappy 

has made a full recovery and is back to his 

normal self. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lovebirds are one of the smallest breeds 

of parrots with short rounded tails. They 

got their name because they like to sit 

close to each other in pairs on perches 

and preen. They are a native of Africa 

and live in flocks in the wild where they 

nest in cavities in trees, shrubs and even 

in cacti. There are 9 different species all 

together and they are a variety of 

different bright colours (over 100 

different combinations), some of which 

are pictured above.  

Lovebirds have been kept in captivity all 

over the world since the mid 1800’s. 

They make great pets and can be taught 

to speak words or short phrases. Their 

care involves daily fresh food and water, 

as well as regular cage cleaning and 

toys for environmental enrichment as 

they are very clever and easily bored.  

 

Scrappy’s Lump 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What do you give a 

sick lovebird? 

 

 

A. Tweetment! 
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Breed Spotlight: Lovebirds 

 



 

 

            

       

Fine Needle Aspirates 
So your dog has a lump? Telling what a lump is, is not always straightforward. It may be 

an abscess, a lymph node, a cyst, a fatty lump, a cancerous lump… so many options! 

We can find out about a lump first by looking at it and feeling it. We look at if the lump is 

hard or soft, if it is round or lumpy, what colour it is, where it is and if it is covered in hair. 

We also ask lots of questions about how long it’s been there and if it has changed.  

After we have had a look at it we often decide to take a fine needle aspirate. This means 

that we put a tiny needle into the lump to extract some cells. The cells are what make up 

the lump and we can stain them and look under the microscope to see what the lump 

might be. Unfortunately we cannot get cells out of every lump but we can rule out some 

things based on what we do or don’t see. From these samples we can make a decision 

on what treatment is required. That’s a lot of information from one tiny little needle! 

Here are some examples of cells from fine needle aspirates as seen down a microscope, 

as you can see they all look very different! 

 

 

 

Surgery and Your Pet 

It can be daunting leaving your pet with us for a surgery, whether it be a routine desexing 

or an unwell pet. Here is some information to hopefully help you worry less. 

Our hospital:  

 Our hospital rooms are climate controlled with both heating and air conditioning. 

 Cats and dogs have separate wards so they do not upset each other.  

 The radio is left on softly to provide calming background noise. 

 Night lights are on.  

 Cages are different sizes so all pets have adequate space  

 Blankets and special fluffy mats in the cages to keep pets warm and comfortable.  

Our surgery: 

 Purpose built surgical room. 

 Heating under patients throughout surgery. 

 Nurse monitoring 6 different parameters during procedures to ensure a safe 

anesthetic. 

 Regularly serviced and upgraded equipment.  

We are continually taking part in training and upgrading our skills so we can provide you 

and your pet with a safe and comfortable procedure.  
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What’s New 

We now have a new way 

of dispensing repeat 

prescriptions so as to 

keep up to date with the 

laws and make sure your 

pets are provided with 

the correct medication 

for their well-being. This 

means that if you need 

medication, call the clinic 

and we will review their 

prescriptions and prepare 

it for you to pick up. This 

takes time so please call 

ahead so that this can be 

organised for you.  Left: Cage with blue fluffy mat 

Right: Our anaesthetic machine and 

monitoring equipment 

1. Lymph node 

2. Lump from an ear 

3. Fatty lump 

4. Lump from a belly 

1 2 3 4 


