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I S S U E  

Fonzy is a Rottweiler puppy that got into a 

tiff with a cat that lived with him. 

Unfortunately, the cat scratched his eye. As 

you can see in this picture, he has his right 

eye shut which is one of the most common 

signs that the eye is painful.  

 

 

 

 

 

Puppies with eye scratches due to cats are 

not uncommon and this is because they are 

very inquisitive and don’t yet know how to 

interact with cats.  

Eye scratches are very serious and without 

prompt attention, can be very painful and 

irreparable damage may occur. Luckily 

Fonzy’s owners knew this and contacted the 

afterhours vet straight away even though it 

was late at night. Unfortunately, in this case 

the globe had been completely ruptured and 

was not reparable. This meant that the eye 

had to be surgically removed. Pets do 

remarkably well despite having only one eye 

and Fonzy made a full recovery and is 

adjusting very well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Egyptian Mau is a relatively rare 

breed and as the name suggests they 

originate from Egypt and in fact the 

Egyptian word “mau” translates to cat. 

They spread throughout the world as gifts 

between royalty and world leaders.  

In ancient Egypt they were trained to 

bring their prey back to their owners and 

to guard crops from mice and rats. These 

cats were highly valued and if anyone 

was caught harming them they were 

sentenced to being stoned to death.  

The Egyptian Mau has a short coat with a 

distinct pattern of spots making them 

striking and exotic to look at. They come 

in four colours, all of which feature the 

spots in a dark colour and a background 

of a lighter colour.  

They are playful, active and intelligent 

cats that require lots of mental stimulation 

and are quite trainable. It is also important 

to monitor urination as Egyptian Mau’s 

are particularly prone to a type of bladder 

stone called urate stones.  

 

 

Fonzy and the Cat 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. What is the most 

talkative cat breed? 

 

 

A. Egyptian Meow! 
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Breed Spotlight: Egyptian Mau 

 

Breed Spotlight:  

Egyptian Mau 



 

 

            

       

Eye Testing 
We often see pets with eye problems as eyes are very delicate and are easily injured. 

These problems range from congenital abnormalities and injuries to old age changes and 

eye infections. There are a lot of different tests that we can do on eyes depending on what 

we are looking for. These include: 

 Schirmer tear test: small strips of a special paper are placed  

under the eyelid and absorb tears to determine the amount of  

tear production 

 

 Fluroscein stain: fluro green dye that makes damage to the clear 

 part at the front of the eye visible such as ulcers and scratches 

 

 

 Pupil dilation: by dilating the pupil we can use a special light to look at the back of 

the eye and assess any damage to it  

 Tonometry: using a special device to measure the pressure inside the eye  

The most common signs of an eye problem are squinting or your pet scratching at the eye. 

You might also notice a change to the colour of the eye or that it becomes cloudy. All of 

these should be check by a vet straight away so that we can ensure the best outcome for 

your pet. 

 

 

Arthritis 

As winter comes around again and the cold nights’ start setting in, it’s important to think of 

our elderly (and in some cases not so elderly) pets.  

Do you notice that your pet is stiff in the morning, has trouble getting up or gets lame after 

long walks? Have you seen your pet chewing at their leg, struggling to jump up on the 

couch or not running around as much as they once did? These are all signs of arthritis! 

But isn’t that just old age I hear you say? Well although arthritis is most often an issue with 

older pets, it can affect any age and there are things we can do about it! 

Arthritis causes inflammation, decreased joint fluid and thickening of the joints that 

ultimately causes pain. This can be seen on the radiographs below: 

 

 

 

 

Our treatment options help to increase joint fluid, decrease inflammation, build cartilage 

and decrease pain. There is an option for every pet. Some of the arthritis options include: 

 Oral liquids  

 Tablets 

 Food additives  

 Injections  

If you find yourself saying “it’s just old age”, make an appointment to see what we can do 

to make your pets old age much more comfortable! 
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What’s New 

Did you know we are 

always getting new 

equipment? This week we 

purchased a digital 

tonometer to easily and 

painlessly measure the 

pressure within your pets 

eyes. You don’t always 

see the fancy equipment 

we use but there is a lot 

and it is constantly being 

upgraded so that we can 

give your pet the best 

possible care.  


