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Bell is a 1yr old female Labrador who came 

into the clinic afterhours when her owners 

noticed she had eaten snail bait. When she 

arrived she was shaking, so treatment was 

started immediately to stop this and cool her 

down as she had quite a temperature.  

Though treatment worked initially, Bell’s 

shaking later progressed to seizures and a 

general anaesthesia was required to control 

them. While she was asleep we performed 

an enema and gastric lavage (stomach 

pump) to remove the snail bait that was not 

yet digested. Turns out Bell had had quite a 

feast! Once it was removed we put activated 

charcoal into the stomach to absorb the 

toxins that couldn’t be removed.  

Bell was kept anaesthetised for approx. 

12hrs before she could be allowed to wake 

up without seizuring. When she was able to 

walk around and eat she was finally able to 

go home.  

 

 

 

 

Bell has made a full recovery and we have 

run blood tests to ensure that she has no 

lasting ill effects from her ordeal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The quaker parrot, sometimes referred to 

as the monk parrot, is a native of South 

America. They are fun, intelligent and 

very playful. They live for 15-30 years 

and are in the top 10 parrots of the world 

for speaking ability. Unfortunately they 

are not different colours depending on 

sex so a DNA test must be performed to 

find out if your quaker is male or female.  

Quaker parrots make a very distinct nest 

and several parrots nest together in a 

colony situation. It is sometimes 

described as a parrot apartment building. 

They are very house proud and this can 

sometimes mean they are difficult to get 

out of their cages. They are also often 

found stealing objects from around the 

house to add to their cage.  

Like most parrots they are prone to fatty 

liver disease and hypovitaminosis A from 

being fed too much seed and not enough 

fresh fruit and vegetables.  

Bell’s Hospital Stay 29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 

 8:30am – 5:30pm 

Saturday  

9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. Why did the parrot 

where a raincoat? 

 

 

A. Because she 

wanted to be polly 

unsaturated 
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Breed Spotlight: Quaker Parrot 

 

Breed Spotlight: 

Quaker Parrots 



 

 

            

       

Pet Fi rst  Aid Ki ts  
If you’re taking your pet out places, having a first aid kit is a really good idea. It doesn’t 

have to be really fancy, just a few key things to help you out in an emergency situation. 

Things to include are: 

1. Pen and Paper → to write down your vets advice 

2. Your vets phone number → ring for advice straight away 

3. A lead → to restrain your pet 

4. Strips of cloth to use as a muzzle (or an actual muzzle) → pets may bite due to 

pain, fear or shock even if not normally bitey 

5. Disposable gloves → to protect yourself from bodily fluids 

6. Non-stick wound dressing (such as melolin) → for wound bandaging  

7. Adhesive tape →for applying bandages 

8. Self-adhesive bandage → for applying bandages 

9. Absorbent gauze swabs/pads → for applying pressure to stop bleeding and/ or 

bandaging 

10. Blanket/ towels →warmth for pets in shock or for slings to help move heavy pets 

11. Blunt ended scissors → for cutting bandage material or string/ netting that your 

pet may be caught up in  

12. Sterile saline and betadine → for cleaning minor wounds 

Make sure you check your first aid kit regularly and keep it in a place that is easy to get at 

in an emergency. If you need supplies, some can be purchased from the clinic.  

 

 

 

Snail Bait Intoxication 

Snail/slug bait is spread around gardens, especially during spring and it will most often 

be a problem for pets at this time. It comes in multiple forms but they are all toxic to pets 

despite package claims that they aren’t. Many contain metaldehyde which is very toxic to 

pets. They are inviting to dogs as they are bran based and contain sweeteners, such as 

molasses, to attract snails. As little as one teaspoon per 5kg body weight can be fatal.  

Once ingested, snail bait can cause signs in as little as 30-60 minutes. Initially they are 

often unsteady on their legs and twitching. They may also salivate and/ or vomit. This 

then progresses to tremoring, seizuring, coma and ultimately death. Unfortunately there 

is no antidote for metaldehyde poisoning. Treatment is aimed at controlling seizures and 

decontamination as it is absorbed throughout the digestive tract.  

Even if your pet survives the initial poisoning, they still require lots of care, even when 

they go home, and some will still develop unavoidable liver failure due to the toxin insult.  

If you suspect your pet has eaten some snail bait let us know as soon as possible as the 

sooner we can treat the better the chance of recovery.  
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What’s New 

We aim to make your 

pets’ hospital stay as 

pleasant and stress free 

as possible. Recently we 

have purchased special 

blue fluffy mats for pets 

to rest on while they are 

in our hospital. Not only 

are these soft and 

comfortable, but they 

also help to draw 

moisture away from the 

body if they urinate or 

spill their water on their 

bedding.  


