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I S S U E  

Miffy is a 3 year old rabbit. He came into the 

clinic after his owners found him collapsed. 

He was perfectly well the day before but had 

not come into the shed that night as he 

usually did.  

Unfortunately, rabbits are very prone to 

hypothermia (getting to cold) which in turn 

causes hypoglycemia when they are unable 

to eat.  

Luckily Miffy’s owners found him just in the 

nick of time. We were able to warm him up 

using heated towels and a heat mat and give 

him glucose.  

This is a really common problem for rabbits. 

Although they live outside in the wild they 

have their burrow for protection and have 

time to become accustomed to the cold.  

Ensure your pet rabbit has shelter at night 

time. If he/ she usually comes in at night 

make sure they always come in and don’t 

move them to an outside sleeping 

arrangement in winter time.  

Miffy has made a full recovery and is back to 

his normal cheeky self.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Terriers or Scotties were first 

known as Aberdeen Terriers as they were 

mostly bred in Aberdeen shire in 

Scotland. They were used for controlling 

vermin such as badgers and foxes and 

often ended up down burrows chasing 

them. Consequently, they are great 

hunters and always on a mission. 

They are very active and alert dogs with 

lots of personality. Their confident and 

stubborn nature can make them seem 

difficult to train.  

They come in 3 colours: black, wheaten 

and brindle and have a long, coarse coat 

with a beard.  

They are prone to several conditions 

including von Wildebrand’s disease (a 

blood clotting disorder), epilepsy, Scottie 

cramp (a muscle disorder unique to 

Scottish Terriers) and Cushing’s disease, 

so it is important that they have regular 

checkups with your vet.  

 

Miffy the Rabbit  

29 O’Callaghan Parade 

Horsham, Victoria  

(03) 5381 1996 

www.yourfamilyvet.com.au 

Open Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am– 5pm 

Saturday 9 am -12 noon 

 

Joke of the Month 

Q. How did the 

Scottish dog react 

when he met the Loch 

Ness monster? 

 

 

A. He was terrier-fied! 
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Breed Spotlight: Scottish Terrier 

 

Breed Spotlight:  

Scottish Terrier 



 

 

            

           

Ultrasound 
Ultrasound can be a really useful diagnostic tool. Most people automatically think 

of scanning for pregnancy when they think of ultrasound, and of course we do that 

as well, however it has many other uses. We can assess many of the internal 

organs with ultrasound including the liver, spleen, kidneys and intestine. We can 

also assess if fluid is present where it shouldn’t be and take a sample or assess 

the bladder and take a urine sample. 

Sometimes we may need to sedate your pet to perform an ultrasound examination. 

This is because, although the procedure is non-invasive and not usually painful, 

we need their muscles to be relaxed and them to be comfortable to get the best 

images. We will also get much better images if we clip the hair off the abdomen 

before performing the examination.  

 

 

 

Environmental Enrichment 

Our pets are really intelligent and mental stimulation is an essential part of their care. If left 

at home alone they are prone to becoming bored and this can lead to problems such as 

destroying things (toys, beds etc.), barking/ crying/ squawking and digging. 

One of the best things to start with is toys. Most pets will have a type of toy they like that 

is safe be it rope toys, balls, material mice or just toilet rolls. Toys don’t have to be 

expensive but it is important that you evaluate their safety. Some things to check: 

 Ensure they cannot be swallowed or bits broken off them and swallowed 

 Ensure they are made out of non-toxic material  

 Ensure they cannot get caught on anything while your pet is playing with them  

 Ensure there is no sharp bits  

It is best not to have all of your pets toys out for them to play with at once. Rotate them so 

that they have 2-3 available at a time so that they do not get bored.  

Food dispensing toys are also a really great idea and there are many different ones 

available for different pets. The pets maneuver the toy to get the food out of it. It is a good 

idea to put aside a portion of your pet’s total food to put into the toy rather than using treats 

so that these toys do not contribute to weight gain. Also ensure that they are checked 

regularly for damage as this may cause them to become unsafe.   
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What’s New 

We now have fun feeder 

bowls at the clinic! Many 

pets eat their food really 

fast and this can cause 

regurgitation and 

vomiting. Fun feeder 

bowls slow down dinner 

time to avoid this as well 

as providing mental 

stimulation while your pet 

works out how to get their 

food. They come in a 

range of bright colours so 

drop in to the clinic to 

check them out today! 

 


