
BRAIN TUMOURS
Brain Tumours can occur in both dogs and cats and are actually relatively common. They
can occur at any age but dogs and cats of 8–10 years are most commonly affected. There
a multiple types of brain tumours and they may be primary (arising from tissues within the
brain itself) or secondary/metastatic (spread from other tumours elsewhere in the body).

CHANGES YOU MAY NOTICE:
Signs that you may notice in your pet will vary depending on where in the brain the tumour
is located.  Some common signs can include:

• seizures
• abnormal behaviour 
• vision problems 
• circling
• wobbling or inco-ordinaton  
• head tilt 

DIAGNOSIS:
By taking a thorough history (asking lots of questions), performing a physical examination
and running some blood and urine tests we can have a high suspicion of a brain tumour,
however the only way to confirm this is to do a CT scan or MRI. Unfortunately these
cannot be done here in our hospital but a number of specialist hospitals in Melbourne offer
these services. We can  arrangeio these procedures for you if you would like. 

TREATMENT OPTIONS: 
Once the diagnosis is confirmed some tumours can be surgically removed or patients can
receive chemotherapy or radiation treatment. Without MRI or CT scan we can start some
treatments  however  they  are  palliative  not  curative.   We  can  use  steroidal  anti-
inflammatory drugs such as prednisalone to slow tumour growth and decrease fluid and
inflammation around the tumour.  The inflammation around the tumour causes more parts
of the brain to be effected and therefore more clinical signs.

We can also use a range of anti-seizure medications depending on the individual case.
Other medications such as pain relief or anti-vomiting medication may be required in some
cases and we will design specific treatment regimes for each pet as clinical signs occur.
Unfortunately prognosis of patients with brain tumours is guarded to poor however quality
of life may be improved if the pet responds to the medical treatment and the clinical signs
are controlled.  If you have any further questions, please call us on 53811996.


