
BEESTING HANDOUT

Dogs curious nature and close proximity to the ground makes them more
prone to insect bites and stings than their human counterparts. Bees, wasps
and hornets are the main culprits and their sting not only hurts but can cause
an allergic reaction due to the release of a venom.  This reaction can range
from redness  and  itchiness  at  the  site,  to  severe  swelling  or  even  a  life
threatening anaphylactic reaction.

The most  common places for  dogs to get  stung are the paws,  nose and
mouth.  Unfortunately if swelling occurs around the head and neck, this can
press on the airways and cause difficulty breathing.   This  is  why it  is  so
important to seek veterinary advice if you notice your pet has been stung.
Some signs that your dog has been stung by an insect include:

• crying out
• scratching
• running around in circles
• salivating 
• vomiting
• diarrhoea
• salivating
• hives (little round swellings in the skin)
• difficulty breathing
• collapse

If you can see the sting, do not try to remove it by pinching or pulling at it as
this can increase the amount of venom released.  Use something flat like a
credit card to flick the stinger out.  Putting a cold pack on the effected area
can sometimes reduce the pain caused, but it is important to contact your vet
straight away as anaphylactic reactions can occur very quickly and are life
threatening.

Treatment involves administration of anti-histamines to stop further histamine
release.  Histamine is a chemical released by the body in response to the



insect sting and is what causes the reactions that the dog has.  Steroidal anti-
inflammatories  are  another  treatment  given  to  reduce  the  ongoing
inflammation  and  swelling  that  has  already  occurred.   If  swelling  is  left
untreated it can progress to involve areas of the throat and the dog may then
be unable to breath.  Unfortunately there is no antidote per se for the venom
itself  so  treatment  is  based  at  reducing  the  inflammation  and  histamine
release  that  it  causes  and  this  provides  pain  relief  and  decreases  the
discomfort that your dog will be experiencing.

In  the  event  of  an  anaphylactic  reaction,  other  medications  such  as  fluid
therapy to treat shock, oxygen to assist with breathing and even adrenaline
may be required, along with hospitalisation.  Anaphylactic reactions do not
happen the first time your pet is stung because the way the immune system
works means it must be exposed before it mounts such a severe reaction.  If
your pet vomits after being stung, then this is an indication the next sting may
be  severe,  so  it  is  important  to  be  vigilant  and  seek  veterinary  attention
straight away.  In some cases we even recommend carrying an epipen for
your dog.

If you have any further questions, please contact the clinic on 53811996.


