
CRYPTORCHIDISM

This is when one or both of the testicles do not descend into the scrotum.
During development of the male animal, the testicles form in the abdomen
near the kidneys and then migrate to the scrotum as the fetus nears term or is
born.  Testicles are usually present in very baby animals and often seem very
large for the size of the newborn.  They may move back into the abdomen
during the first few weeks of life but by 12 weeks of age both testicles should
be in the scrotum permanently.  This is something that will be checked by
your veterinarian at vaccination time.  Having only one testicle in the scrotum
is more common that both not descending correctly.  

Undescended testicles may be located anywhere between the kidneys and
the  scrotum.   Those  in  the  inguinal  area,  under  the  skin  in  front  of  the
scrotum, can cause pain when these dogs run.  Testicles in the abdomen,
have a very high (20%) risk of cancer development due to the extra heat of
the  abdomen  compared  to  the  scrotum.   All  undescended  testicles  still
produce testosterone, hence the dog will behave as an entire male would but
their sperm counts are usually abnormal.

There is no drug or treatment that will  cause the testicles to move to the
scrotum at a older age.  Castration is highly recommended to remove the
testicle/s.  Breeding with dogs with only one testicle that has descended is not
recommended as the condition is hereditary.

Castration of a dog with undescended testicles is not a routine procedure.  It
requires a deeper and longer anaesthetic as the abdomen has to be opened
(unless the testicles are inguinal) and then we have to locate the testicles
which are usually much smaller than normal and can be anywhere between
the kidneys and the inguinal  canal  which is  behind the bladder.   For  this
reason,  it is a much longer procedure and cannot be charged as a routine
castration  which  receives  clinic  subsidy  for  cost  reduction.   Occasionally
animals are born with only one testicle (although this is rare) and therefore
the other is not found on surgical exploration of the abdomen.


