
CORNEAL ULCERS
The cornea is the transparent, domed part of the front of the eye.  It protects the sensitive
structures within the eye while allowing light to shine through for vision.  It is made up of
several layers but as they are all clear they cannot be determined just by sight.  When
damage to the 1st  (epithelium) layer occurs exposing the next layer (the stroma) this is a
corneal ulcer.  These can usually only be seen when specialised stains are applied to the
eye.  Tears are absorbed into the stroma, through the defect and this can give the cornea
a cloudy appearance.  Untreated ulcers can deepen through the stroma and through the
3rd layer (the descemets membrane) which then allows the liquid inside the eye to leak out
which can be irreparable.

The most common cause of corneal ulcers is trauma.  This includes grass seeds under the
eyelids, pets rubbing their face on something, scratches from other pets or running into
plants.  Chemicals can also cause ulcers such as shampoo when bathing.  Other diseases
can  cause  ulcers  as  well  such  as  bacterial,  fungal  or  viral  infections,  decreased  tear
production, epithelial dystrophy (causes a weak cornea) and hormonal diseases such as
Diabetes and Cushings.

The signs that your pet has a corneal ulcer include
• squinting of the eye, as it is very painful
• discharge from the eye
• cloudy colour to eye
• scratching at or rubbing the eye

Treating ulcers can be difficult as not all heal as we would like.  Treatment regimes are
created to suit each case individually and are combinations of:

• antibiotic eye drops
• antibiotic eye creams
• anti-inflamatory oral medications
• mydriatics (which dilate the pupil)
• oral antibiotics
• contact lens
• elizabethian collars
• surgery
• referral may also be required!

Ulcers require regular check ups to ensure that they are progressing adequately as they
can deteriorate very quickly and it  is important that they are completely healed before
stopping medication.  Complications often occur and signs to watch for include:



• rubbing at the eye
• continued squinting or sudden recurrence of squinting
• weeping from the eye
• a visible hole in the eye
• eye looking blue or cloudy (uveitis)
• redness of the “whites” of the eyes (conjunctivitis)

Other complications which occur but may not be easy for you to detect:
• worsening/deeping of the ulcer
• corneal scarring/vascularisation or mineralisation
• retinal damage
• bleeding inside the eye (hyphema)
• lens luxation
• glaucoma

Many of these can result in loss of vision and so it is essential that the medication regime
is strictly followed and that veterinary attention is sought if any changes occur.  These are
the times we would much rather have an extra phone call for reassurance than a disaster
because that is what hesitation may result in.  Call the clinic on 53811996 for assistance.


