
ENTROPION
WHAT IS ENTROPION?:
Entropion is a condition where the eyelid margin rolls inward causing the hairs (eyelashes) of the
external lid to be in contact with the surface of the eye (cornea).  This causes irritation and often
pain, and the constant rubbing of the hair on the cornea can cause a corneal ulcer.  

HOW DO THEY GET IT?:
Entropion can be either primary or secondary.  Primary entropion can be congenital (present at
birth)  or  developmental.   Congenital  entropion  is  usually  related  to  breed.   Developmental
entropion has to do with the growth of the eyes and the eyelids making them more likely to roll
inwards.  Breeds with more facial skin for example:

• Sharpeis
• Basset hounds
• Bulldogs

then there are other breeds without excessive skin:
• Great Danes
• Labradors
• Poodles
• Spaniels and Pointers 

Secondary  entropion  can  be  caused  by  painful  eye  conditions  such  as  corneal  ulcers  or
conjunctivitis that cause the eyelids to spasm shut for long periods of time or scarring of the eyelids
after  an  injury.   This  can  cause  some  confusion  as  entropion  can  also  cause  ulcers  and
conjunctivitis.  Entropion can also occur if your pet has extra eyelashes that are in the wrong place
(ectopic cilla this is called) as these rub on the cornea and cause irritation leading to squinting of
the eyelids.  Another less common cause of entropion or cause of recurrence of entropion is old
age where the skin of the face changes as the pet ages.

DIAGNOSIS:
Entropion is usually obvious on clinical  examination, however as it  can be secondary to other
conditions a formal diagnosis may not be made on first examination.  This will depend heavily on
other conditions both present and absent at that time.  The patients history will also be taken into
account.   Sedation of your pet may be required to allow closer examination of the eyelid margins,
facial skin and surface of the eye.

TREATMENT:
Because entropion can be a secondary condition, we need to treat the underlying eye conditions to
determine whether the entropion will improve once the pain is gone and the swelling subsides so
that  the eyelids can return to their  “normal”  position.   This is what  we need to assess before
determining if the entropion will require a surgical repair.  In the majority of cases, some surgical
intervention is required.  



Entropion surgery involves removing a portion of the outer haired eyelid and then pulling the skin
tight so the eyelid margin rolls outward into a more normal position.  Both the upper and lower lids
may be involved and to varying degrees.  It is common for multiple pieces of skin to need to be
removed to achieve the desired outcome.  As this is a complex procedure it is not always possible
to get a perfect fix the first time round and some animals require follow up surgeries to get the best
outcome both medically and visually.    This has to do with the fact that the positioning of the face
changes when the animal in under anaesthetic and we have to effectively “guess” what it is going
to  look  like  when  your  pet  is  awake  again.   We also  have  to  allow for  potential  scar  tissue
formation.

If your pet is not yet fully grown we may have to use temporary tacking sutures to prevent trauma
to the eye during growth.  Once your pet reaches full size surgery will be recommended as a more
permanent option.  Regular check ups of these pups is important to catch any changes to the eye
early and prevent potential long term complications such as:

• corneal ulceration, rupture
• pain
• uveitis
• glaucoma
• blindness

COMPLICATIONS:
The above conditions are also the likely outcome for dogs that do not have entropion corrected in a
timely fashion.  Signs that you should watch for include:

• squinting of the eye/s
• redness around the eye or within the eye
• blueness of the surface of the eye
• rubbing at the eye
• shying away when you pat them
• discharge

If you notice any of these or have any further questions regarding your pet or entropion, please
contact the clinic on 53811996.


