
GLAUCOMA
Glaucoma is a serious, extremely painful eye condition which causes the fluid pressure
inside the eyeball to be increased.  It can be a primary condition where the eye forms with
abnormal filtration angles or a secondary condition for example after the lens is displaced
(lens luxation) or from chronic uveitis (inflammation within the eyeball).  The increase in
pressure within the eye prevents messages from travelling along the optic nerve to the
brain which leads to vision impairment.

What signs might I see?

You may have noticed that your pets eye/s are very painful, 
• they may be squinting
• their third eyelid may be protruding 
• you may notice the pupil is very large
• there may be a blue film across the front of the eye
• the eyeball may be larger
• the eyeball may look like it is going to “pop” out

Diagnosis:

It is very important for us to complete a full clinical exam and collect a complete history,
information about other family members of your pet may also be very helpful.  Then we will
usually admit your pet for a specific eye exam.  If the patient is particularly painful, we may
need to use some sedation to complete the eye tests.   The eye exam is made up of
several different tests to give us the information we require about the eye.  The most
important  test  we  use  to  diagnose  glaucoma  is  tonometry.   A special  tool  called  a
tonometer is used to measure the fluid pressure inside the eyeball.  If this pressure is high,
this  confirms the  diagnosis  of  glaucoma.   The other  tests  are  helpful  in  diagnosing if
glaucoma is secondary to another condition so that we can treat the underlying cause
also.

Treatment:

Initially your  pet  may require  urgent  treatment  and have to  stay hospital  to  lower  the
intraocular pressure, this is usually achieved by a combination of systemic and topical
medications.  If  we have caught  the condition early this  treatment may save your  pets
vision.  From here we will need to discuss your long term options as your pet will most
likely require surgery to have any chance of saving the eye.  If the condition has been
caught  early and we can get  the pressure down, we will  recommend a referral  to  an
opthalmic specialist for assessment and potentially corrective surgery.  If the condition has



been going on for  some time and the eye is already blind or the pressure cannot  be
reduced, then we will offer referral for placement of an intraocular prosthesis or removal of
the  painful  eye  here  in  our  hospital.   Sounds  drastic?   Very  severe  condition!
Intraocular prosthetics are cosmetically better as the contents of the eye are removed and
a solid ball is placed to maintain the shape of the eye so that it still moves as normal and
looks almost normal.

Long term prognosis:

In the majority of cases, the second eye will also be affected, on average within a year
from the original diagnosis in the first eye.  This prompts us to use prophylactic treatment
in the unaffected eye to try to delay this outcome.  It also means that your pet is going to
require daily topical treatments and regular check ups for the rest of their life.

We aim to have check ups and intraocular pressure measurements done every 3 months
so that we can treat any changes quickly thereby hopefully delaying onset of glaucoma in
the good eye for as long as possible.  We can monitor response to treatment, how you are
managing medicating your pet and how your pet is coping with this medication.  We can
also change to new medications as soon as they become available.  

It is essential that we are informed of any changes in the condition of your pet and their
eye/s.  Please call us on 53811996 with any concerns or to make appointments.


