
HISTIOCYTOMA
Histiocytomas are small skin masses that affect mainly young dogs.  They are often button
shaped, have no hair and come up very quickly.  They very often occur on dogs less than
2 years of age, are generally not painful and are most often found on the legs, ears or the
head.  

It is important that any lumps on your pet are checked by your vet as many masses
that are cancerous can be treated if diagnosed early. 

HOW IS IT DIAGNOSED?

When you bring your pet in to the clinic, we will give them a full physical examination to
ensure they are in excellent health.  The next step will be to perform a fine needle aspirate.
This procedure involves placing a small needle into the lump and removing a sample of
the cells from within the lump which we can then examine under the microscope here in
the hospital.  Whilst the needle is small and the pets usually do not feel it go into the lump,
sometimes it will bleed a little.

When  looking  at  cells  from  a  histiocytoma,  they  are  very  unique  and  quite  easy  to
recognise.  We see large purple cells that are often described as resembling fried eggs.
Some times, we will see other inflammatory cells in the sample if you dog has been licking
or scratching at the lump.

TREATMENT:

It is very uncommon to have to treat these skin masses as they self resolve.  The only
occasions that we intervene is if the dog is bothered by the lesion and has damaged it
causing bleeding and therefore a mess.  We may surgically remove the mass or provide
methods  of  preventing  further  self  trauma.   This  may  be  physical  by  bandages  or
elizabethan collars or medically with itch relieving creams.  It may be hard to accept this
when the lesion is growing fast and you may feel that it is going to get huge but mostly
they disappear within three months of you noticing them.

If you have concerns, please contact us on 53811996.


