
LIVER DISEASE

The liver is a large organ in the abdomen that is essential for breakdown of
food  and  absorption  of  nutrients.   It  is  also  involved  in  breakdown  and
excretion  of  toxins,  hormones,  protein  and  clotting  factor  production  and
storage of some nutrients.  If the liver is damaged, these processes cannot
occur and we can see changes in our patients.  Some of the signs that your
pet may be suffering from liver disease are:

• jaundice which is a yellow discolouration of the skin, eye and mucous
membranes

• distension of the abdomen due to fluid build up
• seizures
• drinking and urinating more than normal
• vomiting
• weight loss
• diarrhoea
• excessive/abnormal bleeding

Initially, if your pet is suspected of having liver problems, a blood test can be
performed to assess liver enzymes and blood proteins.  This can determine if
the liver is functioning as expected or not.  Blood tests also help to distinguish
liver problems from other illnesses with similar signs.  Once liver disease has
been established, more tests may need to be performed to determine the
cause.   Routine  blood  tests  cannot  diagnose  exactly  what  damage  has
occurred  to  the  liver  and  often  urinalysis,  specific  blood  test,  ultrasound
examination  and  biopsies  are  required.   This  allows  us  to  assess  the
structures within the liver that are effected (the liver is a complicated organ).
Frequently we are unable to determine the initial cause of the damage to the
liver but treat the resulting injury.

Causes of liver disease include:
• toxins
• bacterial or viral infections
• neoplasia (cancer)



• hereditary malformations
• immune mediated conditions
• inflammation
• old age

Treatment  regimes  are  created  specifically  to  match  your  pet  and  their
condition and may include:

• antibiotics
• anti-inflamatories
• special diets
• vitamin supplements
• anti-oxidants 
• toxin binding agents
• bile acid supplements
• appetite stimulants
• diuretics
• nausea treatments

Many liver conditions are progressive and unlikely to resolve so treatment is
usually designed to be palliative.   Prognosis is based on biopsy results if
available.    If you have any questions regarding your pet, please contact the
clinic on 53811996.


