
SO YOUR PET HAS A LUMP.....
We see lots of lumps of all shapes and sizes on all sorts of animals, even birds, rabbits
and reptiles!  Some of them cause problems, others do not but all should be checked by
your vet.  In some cases, how soon we see them determines if we can treat them at all.

Small animals get many types of lumps.  These range from abscesses (which can be very
painful and cause fevers, septicaemia etc) , benign skin tumours (like warts and skin tags),
to cancers that are very aggressive and grow very quickly.  Some of these even spread
and cause problems in the liver, kidneys, and lungs.  We see lumps of fat, called lipomas
almost every day especially on pets that are overweight.

To determine what a lump is, we first feel it, look at its size, colour, density, whether it is
painful, has hair on it or has fluid draining from it.  Then we often place a needle into it.
This is a very sharp and small needle and pets usually don't feel it.  If there is fluid within
the lump (such as an abscess or cyst) we may be able to draw out some of this and look at
it.  If it is a fleshy lump we hope to catch some of the cells in the needle and put them on a
microscope slide.  This is called a Fine Needle Aspirate.  The sample is then stained to
make the cells pink and purple.  Different lumps have different cells which we endeavour to
identify  and  sometimes  we  can  see  exactly  what  the  lump  is  then  plan  a  treatment
protocol.  Even if we can not define what the cell type is, we can still often rule out some of
the cancers.  In other cases we may not know exactly what the lump is but we may be able
to tell if it is aggressive or not.  That is a lot of information found from a tiny little prick!

Once we have assessed what type your pets lump is,  we can discuss what treatment
options we have.  If the lump is one that would be best removed, that is a cancerous mass,
this will  need to be done sooner rather than later.  Aggressive tumours can grow very
quickly and can easily get to a stage where we are unable to remove them, or they have
already spread within the body.  If you are considering surgical removal of your pets mass,
it must be booked in within 4 weeks of your vet visit to ensure we know what to expect,
can advise you of what to expect, and the likely cost.  Lumps not treated within 4-6 weeks
of consultation will require a repeat visit for reassessment.  We may recommend referral
for some lumps for either a CT scan or MRI to better define the lump or look for evidence
of it spreading, or surgery.  We may even refer you to a specialist facility that can design a
chemotherapy or radiation therapy treatment for your pet.  

If you have any other questions do not hesitate to contact us on 53811996.


