
MAMMARY TUMOURS

Mammary gland  tumours  are  very  commonly  found  in  undesexed  female
dogs.   Approximately  half  of  them  are  malignant  which  means  they  can
spread to other parts of the body and cause significant problems including
organ failure and ultimately death of your pet.

Most mammary tumours are found on a physical examination as a small lump
and the average age of detection is 10 years.  If they are caught early and
removed at  this  point,  before spread can occur,  surgery is  often curative.
Masses that are larger than 3cm  in diameter have a much higher rate of
coming back after surgery.  Frequently when we prepare a pet for surgery, we
discover more much smaller tumours already present and it is essential that
these be removed at  the same time if  possible.   This can lead to a very
involved surgical procedure and results in large incisions.  

If  left  these  types  of  cancers  often grow and break  open causing painful
infected wounds that don't heal.  At this point, if the tumour is too large to
remove we can use frequent steroid injections to slow tumour growth but this
is  palliative  only and does  not  cure  the tumour.   This  is  why even small
masses should be removed as soon as detected, please don't leave it too
long before getting surgery.  We may also recommend referral for alternative
surgical options or chemotherapy.  

If  the tumour is removed it  is  recommended that  the dog be speyed at  a
subsequent  surgery  as  this  has  been  shown  to  increase  survival  times,
especially in the cases of malignant tumours.  In many cases a variety of pain
relief is also given as mammary tumours can be very painful.  Speying female
dogs  before  their  first  heat  dramatically  decreases  the  risk  of  developing
mammary tumours.

If  you have any futher questions regarding your pet  or  treatments options
available please contact the clinic on 53811996.


