
RED EYES
There are many conditions which can cause your dog's eyes to appear red.
Inflammation  of  the  eyelids,  conjunctiva  (inside  surface  of  eyelids)  or  the
globe (eyeball) itself.  For each tissue there is a list of specific conditions that
cause the inflammation, all  with their  own specific treatment options.  It  is
therefore important that we spend some time diagnosing which condition your
pet  has so we can create an appropriate  treatment  plan.   Eyes are  very
complicated  and  sensitive  organs  and  will  deteriorate  rapidly  without  the
correct treatment.

DIAGNOSIS:

The most important step in diagnosing your pet's eye problem is a clinical
exam.  We will start with a thorough history and may ask a lot of questions,
then a physical exam to assess overall health of your pet, then move on to a
specific eye exam.  These can be very time consuming and the animals can
be unsure of us being so close to their faces so often we will have to admit
them to hospital for this.  This way we can take time, let your pet relax if
needed or sedate them if they are too distressed and/or too painful.

In the eye exam we will examine the nerve and muscle function surrounding
the eye, the eyelids (including the third) internal and external surface, we will
assess the surface of the globe (cornea) as well as the various chambers in
the globe, the quality and amount of tears.  The eye exam requires special
equipment designed to test each specific function of the eye.  This includes a
special light (split  lamp), strips to measure tear production, yellow stain to
assess the integrity of the cornea and a tonometer which is used to measure
the pressure inside the globe.  In painful conditions we use local anaesthetic
eye drops to make your pet more comfortable.  We may also use drops to
dilate the pupil (the black bit in the middle of the eye) and if we do you must
ensure your pet stays out of the sunlight for the rest of the day as bright light
will cause pain and head aches.

TREATMENT:



Once a diagnosis is reached we can advise you on the best course of action
to take.  This may include administering medication, surgery or referral to an
eye specialist  for  complicated cases.  Medications are most often used in
combinations and may include:

• oral anti-inflamatory liquid or tablets
• oral antibiotic liquid or tablets
• topical anti-inflamatories drops either non-steroidal or steroidal
• topical antibiotic creams or drops
• mydriatics (which dilate the pupil)

Please  give  any  medications  as  demonstrated  and  follow  the  labelled
instructions  precisely.   Please  contact  the  clinic  to  arrange any follow up
appointments as advised.  

COMPLICATIONS: 

What to look for:

• your pet doesn't seem comfortable
• winking the sore eye
• rubbing at it
• change in the discharge from around the eye
• your pet shying away 
• bumping into objects
• bleeding 
• blue or cloudy colour to the eye

If the condition appears to be deteriorating, or if you see any of the above
signs  at  any  point  please  contact  the  clinic  for  advice  or  to  book  an
appointment for a revisit as soon as possible on 53811996.  When things go
awry with eyes, it can happen very quickly and cause permanent damage.


